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General Conference
World Headquarters

24.11.2015

Rakkaat sisaret,

Rukoiletko tarpeeksi? Monet vastaavat tahan kysymykseen: "En”. Monet meista kaipaavat syvempaa ja
merkityksellisempaa rukouskokemusta Jumalan kanssa. Kysymys kuuluu: ”"Kuinka moni on valmis
tekemaan kaikkensa syvemman ja merkityksellisemman rukouseldaman ja ldhemman jumalasuhteen
vuoksi?” Taman vuoden kansainvadlinen naisten rukouspdivan materiaalipaketin otsikko on ”Uskalla
pyytdda enemman”. Meitd haastetaan pyytdmaan Jumalalta parempaa rukouseldamaa ja pyytamaan
rohkeasti hdanen siunaustaan eldmamme eri alueille. Tarpeemme voi olla hengellinen, taloudellinen,
terveyteen liittyva tai monen muu huoli. Jumalan lapsina meidan tarvitsee muistaa, etta Jumala haluaa
ja kykenee tayttamaan tarpeemme, varsinkin kun pyydamme laheisempaa suhdetta hanen kanssaan.

Materiaalin kirjoittaja on Melody Mason, Jumalan nainen, joka on uskollinen ja vahva
rukoustaistelija. Han ymmartda monen meidan tarpeemme, kun etsimme parempaa suhdetta
Jumalaan ja saarnassaan han kertoo, miten se voidaan saavuttaa. Mutta meidan tarvitsee kysya
itseltamme, “Haluammeko tehda kaikkemme syvemman ja merkityksellisemman rukouseldman ja
[ahemman jumalasuhteen vuoksi?”

"

Johannes kirjoittaa “— — toivon, ettd sinulle kuuluu joka suhteessa hyvaa ja ettad olet terve;
sisdisestihdn sinulle kuuluu hyvéd.” (3. Joh. 1:2.) Rukouksemme tana rukouspaivana on, etta jokainen

meista sitoutuisimme hyvaan hengelliseen elamaan.

Siunausta ja iloa teille,

W.ZQW Olpat

Heather-Dawn Small
Naistyon jaostojohtaja



About the Author

Melody Mason, also known as Melodious Echo, has a passion for prayer and for helping people to
develop a genuine walk with Jesus. Besides working with ARME Bible Camp Ministries and assisting
with prayer ministries in the Arkansas-Louisiana Conference, she also leads prayer initiatives for the
General Conference’s Annual Council and other official church events. Melody loves hiking, writing,
volunteering in overseas missions, and photography. When not traveling the world, Melody can be
found at home with her family on the farm where she grew up, in the Ozarks of Arkansas.



Prayer Requests
Divisions/Areas of the World to be Remembered in Prayer

Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division (SID)

Territory: Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mayotte,
Mozambique, Namibia, Reunion, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, and Ascension, St. Helena, and Tristan da Cunha Islands; comprising the Botswana, Indian
Ocean, Malawi, North Zambia, South Zambia, Southern Africa, and Zimbabwe Union Conferences; the
Mozambique, North-Eastern Angola, and South-Western Angola Union Missions; and the Sao Tome
and Principe Mission.

Requests (submitted by Joanne Ratsara)

Please pray that the women of SID, both young and experienced, will pray for the infilling of the Holy
Spirit and be Godly women, ready to lovingly serve in both the church and the community.

Please pray that the women of SID will be given, and will accept, opportunities to further their
education, thereby enabling them to reach their full potential.

. The SID is growing fast. Please pray that God will raise up more godly female leaders among the ranks
of the churches within SID. More Godly women are needed in leadership roles in all areas of society.
There are already gifted and talented women leading in government, education, healthcare and
business. More Godly female leaders are in church ministries, helping lead Africa into a new era of
progress, positive growth, and significant Christian influence.

Please pray that the women of SID will be godly mothers, wives and daughters, filling the special role
God has given them in their homes.

Please pray that the women of SID will be positive examples in their communities as they model
Christian life-styles, by encouraging and modeling loving relationships, purpose-filled lives, good
health, industry, happy marriages and happy families.

Please pray that the women of SID will participate in the One Member One Soul evangelism initiative.

Please pray for unity among the women of SID as they focus on the mission of the church.

Please pray that the Six Critical Issues, barriers which prevent many women from reaching their
potential, will be addressed so that women may fill a larger role in the mission of the church.



North American Division (NAD)

Territory: Bermuda, Canada, the French possession of Saint Pierre and Miquelon, the United States of
America, the United States territories of Guam and Wake Island, the Federated States of Micronesia,
Johnston Island, Marshall Islands, Midway Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, and Palau; comprising
the Atlantic, Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada, Columbia, Lake, Mid-America, North Pacific,
Pacific, Southern, and Southwestern Union Conferences; and the Guam-Micronesia Mission.

Requests (submitted by Melody Mason)

1. That God will put a hedge around each woman in NAD and will protect their marriages, their
children, and their ministries from the attacks of Satan.
2. That each woman will share the Hope we have in Jesus and His soon return with a fearful and

dying world.
3. That ministries of compassion will be an ongoing part of Women’s Ministries in each church
and conference, including ministering to abused women and their children.

Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

Territory: Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Iran, Turkey, N. Cyprus, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt,
Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and Kuwait

Requests (submitted by Jaimie Eckert & Kathie Lichtenwalter, assistants to secretary of MENA)

1. Please pray for the women WITHIN the Middle East or of Middle Eastern heritage to dedicate their
lives to mission in the culture that is familiar and understood. The spiritual connection INTO the
Middle Eastern family (both Muslim and otherwise) is very often through the women and their
children.

2. Pray that the women of MENA not only have a sense of personal calling from God, but that God
will also provide scholarship funding to support them in getting an education.

3. Pray for the refugee crisis in the MENA territory, which is affecting countless women, many of
whom are widows struggling to support large families. Pray also that this displacement will open
hearts of both men and women to hearing the gospel.

4. Pray for the women who are victims of sexual abuse, that God will provide a way out and provide
leaders working to prevent violence against women.
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LASTENKERTOMUS
”Kun Jumala kaytti elefantteja rukousvastauksina”

[Jos mahdollista, ndytd lapsille kartalta tai karttapallolta, missd Sambia on. Koeta hankkia
elefanttileluja, joita voit ndyttdd sopivassa kohdassa kertomusta.]

Kuinka moni teistd on joskus pyytanyt rukouksessa Jumalalta jotakin, ja Jumala on vastannut
rukoukseenne? Ehka toivoit I16ytavasi kadonneen lelun tai halusit auttaa aitiasi tai isdasi vaikeuksissa.
Tai ehkd toivoit onnistuvasi koulutehtavissd, ettet joutuisi vaikeuksiin. Kylld! Monet meistd ovat
kokeneet Jumalan vastaavan rukouksiimme.

Mutta tiesitko, etta joskus Jumala voi jopa kadyttaa eldimia rukousvastauksena?

Tanaan haluan kertoa teille, miten Jumala kerran kaytti elefantteja vastauksena jonkun
rukoukseen.

Jonkin aikaa sitten erdassa kyldssa Pohjois-Sambiassa eldvat ihmiset paattivat, ettd adventistit
eivat olleet tervetulleita heidan kylaansa.

Adventistilahetyssaarnaajat tulivat tahan kylaan kertomaan Jeesuksesta, mutta sen asukkaat
eivat halunneet kuulla mitdan Jeesuksesta, ja he ajoivat tylysti ldhetyssaarnaajat pois. Ndin tapahtui
useiden vuosien ajan.

Lopulta paatettiin lahettaa lahetyssaarnaajaperhe asumaan tuohon kyldan. Tama perhe uskoi
lujasti rukouksen voimaan. Niinpa perhe muutti kyldan tietdmatta, mika heita odotti.

Kun perhe saapuivat kyldaan, kukaan ei tarjonnut heille asuntoa. Siksi heidan taytyi viettaa yonsa
ulkona tahtitaivaan alla. Monet yot he nukkuivat ulkona, koska kylaldiset eivat halunneet olla missaan
tekemisissa ndiden adventistilahetystyontekijoiden kanssa.

Joillakin seuduille nukkuminen ulkona ei olisi ongelma, mutta taalla Pohjois-Sambiassa oli
monia villieldimia, eika todellakaan ollut turvallista olla y6lla ulkona. Kuitenkaan ldhetyssaarnaajaperhe
ei masentunut, vaan eli rukoillen.

Lopulta kylaldiset alkoivat tuntea saalia tata perhetta ja heidan lapsiaan kohtaan ja paattivat
antaa heille jonkin asuinpaikan. Mutta he sanoivat perheelle: “Vaikka me annamme teille asunnon, se
ei merkitse sita, ettd me haluaisimme kuulla teiddn Jumalastanne. Pitakdaa Raamattunne!”

Lahetystyontekijat olivat onnellisia!l Nyt heilla olisi ainakin koti. Jumala vastasi heidan
rukouksiinsa.

Kun paivia kului eivatka kylaldiset halunneet vieldakdan kuulla mitdan Jeesuksesta,
l[ahetystyontekijat miettivat, mita heidan pitdisi tehda. Lopulta perheenisd, joka oli rukouksen mies,
paatti ruveta puhumaan henkisesti sairaille kylan asukkaille. Han 16ysi yksitoista tallaista henkilda, ja
kertoi heille Jeesuksesta. Han alkoi rukoilla, ettd nama paranisivat. Aluksi kyldldiset ajattelivat, etta
mies oli ihan hullu! Miksi puhua mielisairaille ihmisille? Se oli todella jarjetontd, he ajattelivat.

Mutta arvatkaapa mita? Ei mennyt aikaakaan, kun Jumala kuuli perheenisan rukoukset. Nuo
yksitoista henkisesti sairasta kylaldista paranivat. Perheenisé alkoi tutkia Raamattua heidan kanssaan ja
kertoa Jeesuksesta. Pienen ajan kuluttua he halusivat |ahted seuraamaan Jeesusta!

Nyt kylalaisilla oli todellinen ongelma. Tieddtkd miksi? Siksi, ettd yksi parantuneista miehista oli
ollut kyldan paallikkd muutama vuosi aikaisemmin. Ja kun mies parani ja hanesta tuli kristitty, han paatti
lahjoittaa osan maistaan ldhetyssaarnaajalle ja hdnen perheelleen, jotta nama voisivat rakentaa kirkon.

Voi ei, ei! Tata kylaldiset eivat suinkaan halunneet. Mitd heidan tulisi tehda? Niinpa koko kyla
oli kuohuksissa.



Kuten he haastoivat riitaa, lahetyssaarnaajat alkoivat rukoilla enemmaén: “Jumala auta meita!
Sind johdit meidat tdnne. Sind paransit ndma ihmiset, myos paallikon. Ja nyt sind olet antanut meille
maata kirkkoa varten. Auta meita ratkaisemaan tama ongelma.”

Pian tdman jdlkeen alkoi tapahtua kummia. Yksi elefantti ja sen poikanen paattivat valita
uudeksi kodikseen maa-alueen, joka oli lahjoitettu kirkkoa varten.

Mutta, elefantti, jolla on pieni poikanen, voi olla hyvin vaarallinen. Elefanttididilla on luontainen
taipumus suojella poikastaan. Siksi kylaldiset tiesivat, etta nyt tuolle maalle olisi mahdotonta rakentaa
kirkkoa. He iloitsivat.

”Siind ndet”, he sanoivat parantuneelle paallikolle, “etta elefantitkin tietdvat, ettda nama ihmiset
ovat pahoja. Sinun tulee |dhettda heidat pois.”

Kului viikko, ja kun perjantai tuli, kylaldiset kuiskailivat keskendan: "Nyt ndemme, missd nama
hullut ihmiset pitavat jumalanpalveluksensa, kun elefantit ovat yha heidan maallaan.”

Tuli sapattiaamu, ja ihmeitten ihme, elefantti ja sen poikanen, omasta vapaasta tahdostaan,
nousivat ja ldhtivat pois maalta ja katselivat etddampda, kun uudet uskovaiset kokoontuivat
jumalanpalvelukseensa. Itsepdiset kylaldiset eivat voineet uskoa sitd, ja nyt uskovaiset iloitsivat!

Adventistilahetystyontekijat ja ne, jotka olivat parantuneet, pitivat jumalanpalvelusta koko
pdivan ja ylistivat Jumalaa tdstda ihmeesta. Lopulta, kun aurinko laski, he menivat koteihinsa. Ja
arvaatko mita tapahtui. Kun he Idhtivat, elefantti ja poikanen tulivat takaisin kodikseen valitsemalleen
kirkkomaalle. Kukaan ei voinut tehda mitdan tuolla tilalla viikon aikana, koska elefanttiditi poikasensa
kanssa vartioi sitd. Mutta kun sapatti taas tuli, ne siirtyivat jalleen syrjdan, jotta uskovat pystyivat
kokoontumaan jumalanpalvelukseen.

Eikd tama olekin hdammastyttava kertomus?

Jokin aika sitten muutamat adventtikirkon johtajat vierailivat tassa kyldssa ja totesivat, ettd nyt
siella oli 90 kastettua seurakunnan jdsentd palvelemassa Jumalaa. Yksi parantuneista henkisesti
sairaista on nyt seurakunnan diakoni.

Joskus meilld saattaa olla mahdottomilta nayttavia ongelmia, mutta me palvelemme Jumalaa,
joka kuulee rukoukset ja vastaa niihin. Ja joskus han jopa kayttaa elefanttiditia ja sen poikaista apuna
vastaamassa rukouksiin.

Rukoillaan yhdessa:

Rakas Jeesus, me kiitimme sinua siitd, ettd vaikka meillé olisi minkdlaisia ongelmia tahansa, sind olet
suurempi kuin mikddn ongelma, ja sind olet Jumala, joka vastaat rukouksiin. Auta meité luottamaan
sinuun ja sinun sanaasi, ettemme luovuttaisi ennen kuin ndemme, miten sind vastaat rukouksiimme,
kuten ldhetyssaarnaajat luottivat sambialaisessa kylédssd syntyneessé vaikeassa tilanteessa. Sind olet
todella ihmeellinen Jumala! Me rakastamme sinua! Jeesuksen nimessé. Aamen.



CHILDREN’S STORY
“When God Used Elephants to Answer Prayer”

[If possible, have a globe or map to show children where Zambia is. Try to have toy elephants to use at
the appropriate time in the story.]

How many of you have ever prayed to God about something, and not long after God answered your
prayer? Maybe it was to find a lost toy, or to help your mommy or daddy feel better. Or maybe it was
so that you would do better in school and not get in trouble. Yes! Many of us have seen God answer
our prayers.

But did you know that sometimes God might even use animals to answer a prayer?

Today | want to tell you a story about how God used elephants to answer someone’s prayer.

A little while back there was a village in Northern Zambia that decided that people who were
Seventh-day Adventists were not welcome in their village.

Seventh-day Adventist missionaries would go to this village to tell them about Jesus, but they
didn’t want to learn about Jesus, so the missionaries were always rudely sent away. This happened
year after year.

Finally it was decided to send what is called a Global Pioneer missionary family to live in that
village. This family were strong believers in prayer. So, not knowing what they would find, this family,
who we will call the “Jeremiahs,” moved to the village.

However, when they arrived, none of the villagers would give them a place to stay. Because of
this, they had to spend the night outside under the stars. Night after night they slept outside because
the villagers wanted nothing to do with these Seventh-day Adventist missionaries.

Now in some places, sleeping outside under the stars wouldn’t be a problem, but there in
Northern Zambia, there were many wild animals, and it really wasn’t safe outside at night. However,
the Jeremiahs did not get discouraged. Instead, they kept praying and praying!

Finally, the villagers began to feel sorry for this family and their children, and they decided to
give them a place to stay. But they told the Jeremiahs, “Just because we are giving you a place to stay
does not mean we want to hear about your God. Keep your Bible to yourselves!”

Oh, the missionaries were happy! At least now they had a house to live in. God was answering
their prayers.

However more and more days went by and the villagers still wanted to hear nothing about
Jesus. The missionaries wondered, what were they to do?

Finally, Brother Jeremiah, who was a real man of prayer, decided to start preaching to the
mentally disturbed people in the village. He found eleven of them, and as he shared with them about
Jesus, he began praying that they would be healed. At first the villagers thought he was crazy. Why was
he talking to the mentally ill people! He truly was as crazy as they thought!

However, guess what? It wasn’t too long and God heard his prayer. Those eleven mentally
disturbed villagers were healed. Brother Jeremiah then began to study the Bible with them and tell
them about Jesus. After a while, they decided they wanted to follow Jesus!

Now the people of the village had a real problem! Do you know why they had a real problem? It
was because one of the men who was healed had been the village chief a few years ago. And when he
was healed and became a Christian, he decided to donate some of his land for Brother Jeremiah and
his family to build a church.
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Oh no! Oh no! There was no way the villagers wanted this to happen. What were they to do?
So the whole village was in an uproar.

As they argued, Brother Jeremiah begin to pray some more. “God, please help us! You brought
us here. You healed these people, including this chief. And now you’ve given us land to build a church.
Please help us work out this problem.”

Not too long after that, the strangest thing happened. An elephant and her calf decided that
they were going to make the piece of land that had been donated for the church their new home.

Now, in case you didn’t know, an elephant with a baby calf can be very dangerous. The mother
elephant’s natural instinct is to protect her young. Because of this, the villagers knew that it would
now be impossible for brother Jeremiah to build his church on that land. They were rejoicing.

“You see,” they told the chief who had been healed. “Even the elephants know that these
people are bad. You must send them away.”

One whole week went by, and when Friday came the villagers whispered among themselves,
“Now we will see where these crazy people will worship since the elephants are still on their land.”

Sabbath morning came and, wonder of wonders, the elephant and her calf, of their own free
will, got up, moved off the land, and watched from a distance as the new believers came to worship.
The stubborn villagers could not believe it, and now the happy believers were the ones rejoicing!

The Seventh-day Adventist missionaries and the people who had been healed worshiped the
whole day and praised God for His miracle. Finally, when sunset came, they went back to their houses.
And guess what happened when they left. When they left, the elephant and calf came back to their
chosen spot on the church property. In fact, no one could do anything with the church property during
the week, because the elephant mama and her baby kept it guarded. But when Sabbath came, they
once again moved off the property so the believers could worship.

Isn’t this an amazing story?

Not long ago, some leaders from the church headquarters visited this village and found that
there are now 90 baptized members of the Seventh-day Adventist church worshiping God here! One of
the mentally ill men who was healed is now a deacon of the church.

So you see, sometimes we may face problems that seem impossible, but we serve a God who
hears and answers prayers. And sometimes, He even uses a mama elephant and her baby to help
answer prayers.

Let’s pray:

Dear Jesus, We thank you that no matter what kind of problems we face, You are bigger than any
problem, and You are a God who hears and answers prayers. Help us to trust You, and help us learn
how to believe Your Word and not let go until we see You answer our prayers just like Brother Jeremiah
did in that difficult village in Zambia. Truly You are an amazing God! We love You! In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
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SAARNA: Uskalla pyytiaad ENEMMAN!
Nelja avainta runsaisiin hengellisiin siunauksiin
Kirjoittaja Melody Mason

Raamatunteksti: “Huuda minua avuksesi, niin mind vastaan sinulle.
Mind ilmoitan sinulle suuria ja ihmeellisié asioita, joista et mitddn tiedd.” (Jer. 33: 3.)

Dia 1: Saarnan otsikko

Hyvaa huomenta ja hyvaa sapattia! Mina todella odotan sita, mitda Jumala on varannut meille tdanaan,
kun pysahdymme pohtimaan, mita rukous meille seurakuntaperheena merkitsee.

Meilla oli hetki sitten jo rukous, mutta ennen kuin aloitamme, koska puhumme rukouksen
tarkeydesta, rukoillaan vield kerran.

Rakas taivaallinen Isédmme, ténd aamuna, kun puhumme rukouksesta ja hengellisisté avaimista, jotka
avaavat meille runsaat hengellisié siunauksia, pyyddmme erityisannosta Pyhdd Henkedsi! Tarvitsemme
sinua avaamaan korvamme ja syddmemme ja poistamaan kaikki hdiriétekijét mielestimme. Muuta
meitd, Herra, tdnddn sisintdmme myéten! Anna meille syvempi halu oppia tuntemaan sinua, ettemme
ldhtisi tddltd samanlaisina kuin tédnne tulimme, ettd todella saisimme rohkeutta pyytdd enemmdn ja
sen seurauksena saisimme kokea runsaita hengellisié siunauksia, joita sind olet varannut meille. Kiitos,
ettd kuulet tdmdn rukouksen Jeesuksen kalliissa nimessd. Aamen.

Dia 2: Kuva kasteesta
Kertomus kasteesta

Kerran eras mies kysyi pastoriltaan, miten han saisi elamaansa todellisen Pyhdan Hengen heratyksen.
Pastori selitti, ettd han haluaisi kastaa hanet nayttaakseen sen hanelle. Mies ajatteli, ettd se oli vahan
outoa, mutta han suostui. Niin he lahtivat joelle.

Kun he astuivat veteen, pastori sulki miehen nenan ja alkoi varovasti laskea hanta selka edella
veden alle. Kuitenkin, sen sijaan, etta han olisi nostanut miehen heti yl6s vedesta, pastori pidatti hanta
edelleen veden alla. Epatietoisena siitd, mita oli tapahtumassa mies alkoi pyristellda vastaan, mutta
pastorin ote oli luja.

Vahan ajan paasta mies joutui paniikkiin, ja luullen, etta pastori aikoi hukuttaa hanet, han alkoi
riuhtoa itsensa vapaaksi. Silloin pastori nosti hanet takaisin pintaan.

Saikahdyksesta taristen ja henked haukkoen mies dnkytti vihaisena: “Mita ihmetta aioit tehda
minulle? Halusitko hukuttaa minut?”

Pastori vastasi tyynesti: “Kun yhtd epdtoivoisesti kaipaat herditystd kuin juuri dsken ilmaa
keuhkoihisi, silloin Herra IGhettdd herdtyksen!”

Dia 3: Kysymykset

Kysyn teiltd tandan: Kuinka epatoivoisesti te kaipaatte runsaampia hengellisia kokemuksia? Kuinka
syvasti kaipaatte Jumalan vastaavan rukouksiinne?
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Me etsimme innokkaasti maallista menestysta ja kunniaa. Urheilijoita ylistetdan siksi, etta heilld
on voimaa, ja niita, joilla on valtaa, arvostetaan heidan sisukkuudestaan ja asialleen vihkiytymisesta.
Mutta entda miten antaumuksella me etsimme kallisarvoista helmed? Miten innokkaasti me
kaipaamme Pyhén Hengen vuodatusta? Milla innolla rukoilemme?

Dia 4: Lainaus

Ellen White kirjoittaa:
"Useimmilla kristityiksi tunnustautuvilla ei ole sellaista hengellistda voimaa, jonka he voisivat
saada, jos he tavoittelisivat tietoa taivaallisista asioista yhta kiihkedsti, innokkaasti ja
hellittamattda kuin saadakseen taman elamdn katoavia asioita. Monet tyytyvit olemaan
hengellisid kddpiditd — — [Talloin] monet eksyvat toivoessaan ja halutessaan olla kristittyja. He
eivat pyri vakavasti pddmaaraansa, ja siksi heidat punnitaan ja havaitaan koykaisiksi.” (1)

En tieda sinusta, mutta mina en haluaisi olla hengellinen kaapié! Haluan olla juuri sellainen, miksi
Jumala loi minut. Kuitenkin, jos haluamme olla sellaisia, miksi Jumala on luonut meidat, meidan tulee
olla paljon laheisemmassa yhteydessa Jumalan kanssa kuin olemme kuvitelleet olevan mahdollista.
Meilld tulee olla paljon syvempi rukouselama. Meilla tulee olla paljon syvempi usko Jumalan sanaan.
Todellisuudessa me olemme tyytyneet olemaan hengellisia kadpidita, vaikka Jumala kutsuu meita,
nykyajan lIsraelia, tulemaan hengellisiksi jattildisiksi, olemaan valittdjina ymparillamme olevassa
katoavassa maailmassa.

Dia 5: Kuva kaapiosta ja jattildisesta

Miksi olisit hengellinen kaapi6 kun voit olla hengellinen jattildinen?

Valitettavasti Saatana tietdd paremmin, kuin useimmat kristityt, mitkda rajattomat hengelliset
mahdollisuudet meilld on, jos panemme kaiken luottamuksemme Jumalaan. Tastad syysta han tekee
kaikkensa pitdadkseen meidat erossa Jumalan sanasta ja aidosta, uskon rukouksesta! Meille kerrotaan,
ettd hartaan rukouksen dani “saa Saatanan sotajoukot vapisemaan”. (2) Ne vapisevat, koska ne tietavat
joutuvansa haviolle.

Dia 6: Kuva avaimista

Tandan haluan puhua avaimista, joilla voidaan paasta kokemaan runsaita hengellisia siunauksial
Haluan puhua asioista, joita sind voit tehda, saadaksesi Saatanan joukot todella vapisemaan! Oletko
valmis?

Dia 7: Avain 1 — Aseta Jumalan kanssa viettamasi aika etusijalle elamdassasi!

Avain 1 on Jumalan kanssa viettdmadsi ajan asettaminen etusijalle elamassasi.
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Dia 8: Kysymys syomisesta!

Kysyn nyt teilta: Ellette ole paattaneet paastota, kuinka moni teista on kayttanyt aikaa vahintaan
yhden aterian syomiseen pdivassa 30 viime pdivan aikana? (Jaaha, useimmat teistd ovat nostaneet
kdtensa.)

Dia 9: Enta hengellinen ruoka?

Entd hengellinen ruoka?

Me kaikki tieddmme, ettd on hyvin tarkeda syoda fyysista ruokaa joka paiva, jotta saamme
voimaa, jota tarvitsemme tyon tekemiseen. Kuitenkin kuinka paljon tarkeampaa on saada hengellistd
ruokaa joka pdiva? Me kohtaamme monia kiusauksia ja koettelemuksia paivittdin. Ja lilan usein
vihollinen saa yliotteen.

Me masennumme ja ihmettelemme, miksi me lankeamme kiusaukseen, mutta se johtuu siit3,
ettd emme ole syoneet hengellisesti, kuten meidan tulisi. Me olemme sallineet jokapaivdisten
maallisten asioiden valtaavan aikamme Jumalan kanssa.

Dia 10: Hyvat asiat parhaiden asioiden vihollisia!

Tiesitkod, ettd suurin ongelmamme eivat yleensd ole pahat asiat, vaan hyvat asiat, jotka ottavat
PARHAAN, JEESUKSEN, paikan!
Ellen White kirjoittaa:
"Pienemmat asiat valtaavat huomiomme, ja taivaallinen voima, joka on valttamaton
kasvullemme ja seurakunnan kasvulle ja joka tuo kaikki muut siunaukset mukanaan,
puuttuu, vaikka sitd on tarjolla runsaasti.” (3)

Kuinka voimme kaantaa asiat toisin pain?
Dia 11: Priorisoi!

Aseta asiat tarkeysjarjestykseen!

Meidan tulee asettaa hartaushetkemme Jumalan kanssa ensimmaiselle sijalle, kunkin paivan
alkuun. Meidan ei tule sallia minkaanlaisten hairidtekijoiden (tekstiviestien kannykoissamme,
sahkopostien, TV:n, uutisten, tyon, tapaamisten, edes maallisen kuninkaan) sivuuttaa tarkeaa
aikaamme Jumalan kanssa.

Dia 12: John Wesleyn tarina

John Wesleystd (mahtavasta saarnaajasta 1800-luvulla) kerrotaan, ettd hanet oli kutsuttu viettamaan
iltaa Lordi Byronin, Englannin vaikutusvaltaisimman miehen, luo. Se oli suuri kunnia, kun ihmiset
saattoivat odottaa kuukausia tolkulla saadakseen audienssin taman miehen kanssa. Kuitenkin ennen
kuin ilta oli lopussa, John Wesley nousi ja alkoi pyydelld anteeksi sitd, ettd hanen oli lahdettdva. Lordi
Byron oli melkein loukkaantunut. "Miksi ldhdette niin pian?” han kysyi. “Etteko tiedd, etta olen hyvin
tarkea henkil6, ja monet toivovat hartaasti saavansa viettda aikaa kanssani poytani aarella?”
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John Wesleyn yksinkertainen vastaus oli: “Tarkoitukseni ei ole loukata teitd, Sir, ja pidan
suuressa arvossa yhteistd aikaamme. Mutta minulla on tapaaminen maailmankaikkeuden Kuninkaan
kanssa, enka halua olla vasynyt tai myohastya.”

Puhuessamme tarkeysjarjestyksen sailyttamisesta todellisessa elamdassa saatat ajatella: “Kyll3,
mutta joskus saattaa tulla pienia poikkeuksia, vai mitd? Wesleyhan oli tekemisissa korkean
arvohenkilon kanssa. Jumala varmasti ymmartaisi. Wesley olisi voinut aina viettda aikaa Jumalan
kanssa myohemmin.”

Kyllda Jumala ymmartaa. Han ymmartaa, ettd me olemme heikkoja, hauraita ja tarvitsemme
kipedsti jatkuvaa yhteyttda haneen — yhteyttd, joka on vahvempi kuin mitkaan maalliset siteet ja joka on
tarkedmpi kuin mikaan maallinen kunnia. Hanhan on ennen kaikkea kuningasten Kuningas ja herrojen
Herra. Ja rukous on meiddn “tapaamisemme Jumalan kanssa”. Se on tapaaminen, joka on kaikkien
tapaamisten yldapuolella. Kun menetdamme sen, asetumme vihollisen maaperille.

Dia 13: Lainaus

Innoitettu sanansaattaja kertoo meille:
”Paholaisen pimeys saartaa niitd, jotka laiminlyévat rukouksen. Sielunvihollisen kuiskaamat
houkutukset viekoittelevat heita syntiin; ja kaikki tdma johtuu siita, etteivat he kayta hyvakseen

niitd etuoikeuksia, jotka Jumala on antanut heille jumalallisessa rukouskaskyssa.” (4)

Kun varaamme aikaa Jumalalle joka paiva, Saatana vapisee, koska han tietda, ettda Jumala tekee meidat
vahvoiksi vastustamaan hanen kiusauksiaan.

Dia 14: Daniel
Emme tietenkdan saa unohtaa Raamatun Danielia. Han oli halukas menemaan leijonien luolaan
mieluummin kuin luopumaan tapaamisestaan Jumalan kanssa! Olemmeko me halukkaat menemaan
leijonien luolaan mieluummin kuin uhraisimme hartaushetkemme Jumalan kanssa joka paiva?
Dia 15: Avain 2 — Luovu muodollisuudesta, teeskentelysta ja sulje aukot muurissa
Toinen avain kehottaa, ettd luovumme muodollisuudesta, teeskentelysta ja suljemme aukot muurissa.
Dia 16: Kuvat 1
Tutkimusmatkailijoiden kertomus
1900-luvun keskivaiheilla Keski-Afrikassa oli tutkimusretkikunta, joka oli lahtenyt tutkimaan ja
tekemaan karttoja kyseisesta alueesta. Joka paiva he tyonsa tehtydan palasivat leiriin, kokosivat risuja
ja sytyttivat nuotion, jolla keittivat ateriansa ja menivat sitten nukkumaan.

Suoritettuaan taman rutiinin useiden pdivien ajan, he erdana iltana tullessaan leiriin

huomasivat, ettd pienet puukasat oli jarjestetty kuin pieniksi intiaanitelttojen kaltaisiksi puukasoiksi
heidan leirinsa ymparille.
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Dia 17: Kuvat 2

Miehet olivat ihmeissdadan ja katsoivat toisiaan kysellen: "Mista kaikki ndama pienet puukasat ovat
tulleet?”

Erdana iltana tyosta palattuaan he |Oysivat viela enemman puukasoja kaikkialta leirinsa
ympadrilta. He katsoivat ylos puihin ja nakivat apinoita, jotka innoissaan laverrellen pakenivat. Silloin he
tajusivat, mita oli tapahtunut.

Apinat olivat joka paiva katselleet miesten nuotion rakentamista ja tasta innostuneena olivat
ryhtyneet tekemdan samoin. Ne olivat tehneet suuren tyon, mutta niilla oli yksi merkittava ongelma.
Vaikka ne asettelivat kaikki tikut taydelliseen jarjestykseen, juuri niin kuin miehet olivat tehneet, ja
vaikka ne tyoskentelivat kuinka ahkerasti ja tekivat yha suurempia kasoja, ne eivat saaneet niihin tulta.

Dia 18: Olemmeko kuten apinat?

Me saatamme nauraa tadlle kertomukselle, mutta olemmeko me olleet ndiden apinoiden kaltaisia —
hyvia rakentamaan pienia puukasoja? Usein meilla on hengellisia muodostelmia, mutta meilta puuttuu
merkittdava asia — Pyhan Hengen tuli.

Dia 19: Lainaus

Ellen White puhuessaan seurakunnalle 1800-luvun lopulla esitti jarkyttavan ajatuksen, etta ei edes yksi
kahdestakymmenestd, joiden nimi on seurakunnan jasenluettelossa, ole valmistautunut maallisen
vaelluksensa paattymiseen. Itse asiassa, han sanoo, ettd jos olisikin, monet naista havaitsisivat
olevansa ilman toivoa ja ilman Jumalaa, samoin kuin kuka tahansa syntinen. (5)

Jos tallainen oli tilanne niin monen seurakunnan jasenen kohdalla 1800-luvulla, miten on
meidan aikanamme?

Dia 20: Millainen on lopun ajan suosituin uskonto?

Tiedatko, millaista on lopun ajan suosituin uskonto?

Dia 21: Muotouskonto

Ikdavat asiat eivat todellakaan muutu paremmiksi. Suosituin uskonto nykyaikana on muotouskonto.
Lilan moni kristitty on tyytynyt “jumalisuuden ulkokuoreen” omistamatta todellisen jumalisuuden
voimaa (2. Tim. 3:5). Siita seuraa, ettad heidan uskontunnustuksensa ei ole muuta kuin teeskentelya, he
uskottelevat olevansa jotakin mitd eivdt ole.

Dia 22: Lainaus Carl Batesilta

Carl Bates, entinen Southern Baptist Convention -lilkkeen johtaja, esitti kerran vaitteen, jonka tulisi
saada meidat ajattelemaan vakavasti. Han sanoi:

”Jos Jumala ottaisi nykyaikana Pyhdn Henkensa pois keskeltdmme, noin 95 prosenttia siita, mita
me nykyddn teemme seurakunnissamme, jatkuisi edelleen emmeka me huomaisi mitddn eroa.
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Kuitenkin, jos Jumala olisi ottanut Pyhdn Henkensd pois alkuseurakunnan keskeltd, noin 95
prosenttia siitd, mitd he tekivat, loppuisi valittomasti.” (6)

Taman ajatuksen tulisi saada meidat tutkimaan vakavasti sydantamme ja rukoilemaan!
Dia 23: Mita Jumala nakee?

Tarkeinta ei tietenkdan ole se, mita toiset nakevat, vaan mitd Jumala ndkee. Jumala on kiinnostunut
meiddn syddmestdmme. Mitd tapahtuu meiddan mielessamme? Mistd me olemme kiinnostuneita, kun
kukaan ei nde meita? Mitkd ovat meidan ajatustemme ja tekojemme motiivit? Etsimmeko todella
Jumalaa, vai yritammeko vain pitda ylla kunniallista mainetta?

Dia 24: Lainaus teeskentelysta

Ellen White kirjoittaa:
”Niiden eldamadssa, joilla on niin pyhd ja vakava sanoma, jota meidat on kutsuttu viemaan
maailmalle, ei tule olla mitdan teeskentelyd. Maailma seuraa adventisteja, koska se tietaa
jotakin heiddan uskontunnustuksestaan ja heiddan korkeista moraalikasityksistdaan, ja kun se
ndkee sellaisia, jotka eivat eld tunnustuksensa mukaan, se osoittaa heita pilkaten.”(7)

Jos haluamme kokea runsaita hengellisia siunauksia elamdssamme, meidan tulee pyytada Jumalaa
muuttamaan meiddn syddmemme ja poistamaan kaiken muodollisuuden ja teeskentelyn. Meidan
tulee myo6s pyytaa hanta poistamaan kaikki hengelliset aukot muurissamme, silla kun elamassamme on
heikkouksia, ne johtavat meidat “muodollisuuteen ja teeskentelyyn”.

Dia 25: Heikko kohta — aukko muurissa

”"Mika on heikko kohta?” saatat kysya. Se on aukko muurissa, tie, josta vihollinen paasee livahtamaan
elamaamme. Saatana pyrkii tekemaan sen monin tavoin. Niin voi tapahtua joko negatiivisen ajattelun
tai puheen kautta, maallisten mieltymysten kautta vai sellaisen kdytoksen kautta, joka ei ole Jumalan
mielen mukaista, tai syntien kautta, jotka erottavat meidat Jumalasta. Mutta kuinka voimme saada
Saatanan vapisemaan?

Dia 26: Lainaus — Mita Saatana pelkaa

Innoitettu sanansaattaja kertoo meille:
”Saatana ei pelkdaa mitaan muuta niin paljon kuin sitd, ettd Jumalan kansa avaa tien poistamalla
jokaisen esteen, jotta Herra voi vuodattaa Henkensa riutuvan ja katumattoman seurakunnan
ylle.” (8)

Dia 27: Tutki itseasi — etsi heikot kohtasi

Vaikka meilld ei ole nyt aikaa tutkia tata syvallisemmin, haluan rohkaista sinua ottamaan aikaa
rukoukseen ja pyytamaan Jumalaa osoittamaan sinulle, onko eldmassasi “hengellisia heikkouksia”,
jotka pidattavat Jumalan siunaukset. TUTKI ITSEASI! Pyydd Jumalaa osoittamaan sinulle, oletko
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langennut hengelliseen teeskentelyyn, sen sijaan, ettd olisit sallinut Jumalan todella muuttaa sydamesi
ja elamasi. Pyyda hanta osoittamaan sinulle, mikd estda sinua paasemasta ldheisempéaan yhteyteen
hanen kanssaan. Jumala vain odottaa, ettd han voisi padstaa meidat synnin kahleista, mutta han ei voi
vapauttaa meita, ellemme pyyda sita.

Dia 28: Avain 3: Pyyda ja pyyda kestavasti!
Kolmas avain on "pyyda ja pyyda kestavasti”.
Dia 29: Anova aiti

Matt. 15:21-28 kertoo kanaanilaisesta naisesta, joka tuli Jeesuksen luo ja pyysi hanta parantamaan
tyttdrensa. Mutta Jeesus ei aluksi vastannut hdanen avunpyyntoonsa. Tekstissa sanotaan, ettd Jeesus
”ei vastannut naiselle mitaan”.

Jos Jeesus olisi sanonut edes jotakin, mitd tahansa, lievittddkseen naisen tuskaa ja
osoittaakseen, ettd han valitti, se olisi auttanut, mutta han ei sanonut mitaan.

Ikdan kuin Jeesuksen hiljaisuus ei olisi ollut kyllin tuskallista, seuraavaksi opetuslapset sanoivat
Jeesukselle tdman naisen kuullen: "Tee hanelle jotakin. Han kulkee perdassamme ja huutaa.”

Lopulta Jeesus puhuu, mutta sen sijaan, ettd han olisi lohduttanut, han sanoo yksinkertaisesti:
"Ei minua ole lahetetty muita kuin Israelin kansan kadonneita lampaita varten.” Ei siis tata
pakananaista varten. Tahan nainen reagoi heittdaytymalla maahan Jeesuksen eteen palvomaan hanta
noyrasti ja pyytaa: “Herra, auta minua!”

Jalleen Jeesus puhuu: “Ei ole oikein ottaa lapsilta leipa ja heittda se koiranpenikoille.” Auts!
Tajuatko, mita Jeesus juuri sanoi? Jeesus ei vain torju naisen huutoa ja opetuslapset yrita lahettaa
hanta pois, vaan Jeesus muistuttaa hanta, etta han on tullut vain Israelia varten, ei hanta varten... Ja
Jeesus viela vertaa naista koiraan! Mika loukkaus!

Katsojat luultavasti ajattelivat: “Mika tata naista oikein vaivaa? Eik6 han ymmarra?! Jeesus ei
aio auttaa hanta. Nainen ei ole edes juutalainen. Kuka han oikein luulee olevansa? Pyytaa ja pyytaa
Jeesusta parantamaan tyttarensa.

Mutta tama nainen ei valita siitd, kuka hdn itse on tai kuinka arvoton han on saamaan kokea
ihmeen. Han ei masennu, vaikka hanta nimitetdan koiraksi. Mutta nainen tiesi, kuka Jeesus oli! Han oli
Vapahtaja. Nainen tiesi, ettd tama oli ainoa, joka voi auttaa hanta, ja hdanen uskonsa ei pettanyt. Ja niin
han vastasi kyynelsilmin ja vapisevin huulin: ”'Ei olekaan, Herra, mutta saavathan koiratkin syoda
isdntansa poydalta putoilevia palasia.' Kaikki, mita tarvitsen on murunen, Herra, vain murunen!”

Taman jalkeen Jeesus kaantyy katsomaan hanta lempeasti. Kysymys ei ole siita, etteikd han olisi
valittanyt naisesta alusta pitden tai rakastanut hanta tai etteikd han halunnut parantaa, mutta han
halusi koetella hdanen uskoaan ja kdyttaa hanen perddnantamatonta uskoaan todistuksena tuhansille,
joiden tulee seurata hanen esimerkkiaan kautta aikojen.

Lopuksi Jeesus sanoo sanat, jotka nainen on odottanut kuulevansa: ”“Suuri on sinun uskosi,
nainen! Tapahtukoon niin kuin tahdot.” Ja samalla hetkelld hanen tyttarensa parani.

Dia 30: Olisimmeko me kestaneet taman uskon testin?

Olisimmeko me kestaneet tdman uskon testin? Kestammeko kun nadyttaa siltd, ettd Jumala ei valita
meidan pyynnoistdmme? Kun ajattelemme, ettd han vastaa toisten tarpeisiin — ja me olemme
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vdliinputoagjia, joita hdn ei voi ehka auttaa? Olemmeko kestdvia ja palvelemmeko hanta silti emmeka
luovuta ennen kuin han tayttda suuren tarpeemme?

Dia 31: Luuk. 18:7, 8

Raamattu kertoo meille: “Tottahan sitten Jumala hankkii oikeuden valituilleen, jotka pdivin ja 6in
huutavat hanta avuksi. Hanko viivyttdisi apuaan? Mina sanon teille: han hankkii heille oikeuden
viipymatta. Mutta kun ihmisen Poika tulee, I6ytddké hédn uskoa maan pddltd™?” (Luuk. 18:7, 8).

Vaikka emme saisikaan vastauksia ja siunauksia, joita kaipaamme, meiddan tulee pyytaa
edelleen. Emme saa hellittaa.

Dia 32: Avain 4: Perusta uskosi Jumalan sanaan alaka omiin tunteisiisi!

Avain numero 4 on ”perusta uskosi Jumalan sanaan alaka omiin tunteisiisi”.

Kun tutkimme Raamattua, huomaamme nopeasti, ettd uskon omistaminen ei ole valinnaista
kristillisessa elamassa — ei, mikali suunnittelemme paasta taivaaseen! (Katso Hepr. 11:6 ja lIm. 21:8.)
Jos olemme taipuvaisia epailemaan, kuinka saamme uskon?

Dia 33: Room. 10:17

Tehokkain tapa rakentaa uskoa on Jumalan sanan avulla, sillda Raamattu opettaa: “Usko syntyy
kuulemisesta, mutta kuulemisen synnyttaa Kristuksen sana.” (Room. 10:17.)

Kuitenkin me kristittyina kdymme paivittadin taistelua totuuden ja tunteen valilla. Seuraus tasta
merkittavasta taistelusta ratkaisee, minkalaista meidan uskomme on. Sallikaa minun selittaa.

Dia 34: Taistelu — totuus vastaan tunteet!

Totuuden ldydamme Jumalan sanasta. Totuus, vaikka se rakentuu nakymattomaan todellisuuteen ja
lupauksiin, ei horju, koska se heijastaa muuttumatonta Jumalan luonnetta. Tama tarkoittaa, ettd han ei
voi valehdella (Tit. 1:2), hdn ei muutu (Jaak. 1:17), hdn on sama eilen, tanaan ja ikuisesti (Hepr. 13:8) ja
hdan on halukkaampi antamaan meille hyvida lahjoja kuin me olemme antamaan hyvida lahjoja
lapsillemme (Luuk. 11:13.) Kun perustamme uskomme Jumalan sanan totuuksiin, meilld on vahva
perustus, joka kestaa kaikki myrskyt.

Tunteet taas ovat hailyvia, koska ne perustuvat henkil6kohtaisiin kokemuksiin, mielentiloihin,
huoliin, hengelliseen uneliaisuuteen ja vastaamattomiin rukouksiin. Tunteella tehdyt ratkaisut eivat
perustu Jumalan sanaan vaan hakevat neuvoa omasta padastd, maallisesta viisaudesta, epauskoisilta
ystaviltd ja menneistd huonoista kokemuksista. Kun perustamme uskomme tunteisiin, jotka tulevat ja
menevat, se on kuin rakentaisimme talomme hiekalle. Ja myrskyt saavat sen sortumaan.

Dia 35: Teksti
Tana aikana tarvitsemme sellaista uskoa, joka voi seista yksin Jumalan sanan voimassa.

Tastd syystda meidan tulee viettda paljon aikaa Jumalan sanan daressa ja kehittda tapaa puhua
uskosta. Jos me tuomme julki uskoamme, me samalla kehitdmme lisda uskoa.
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Dia 36: Lainaus uskosta puhumisesta

Ellen White korostaa tata tapaa yha uudelleen:
"Puhu ja toimi, niin kuin uskosi olisi voittamaton. Herran mahdollisuudet ovat moninaiset, silla
hdn omistaa koko maailman. Kohota uskonkatseesi taivasta kohti.” (9)

Dia 37: Kertomus Yenista

Seuraava hammastyttava kertomus on Vietnamista.

Koettuaan ilon, jonka Jumala oli tuonut heiddn omaan elaméaansa, maallikkopastori Hanh (10) ja
hdanen kotikirkkonsa jasenet pdaattivat paastota ja rukoilla erityisesti Vietnamissa olevien kylien
puolesta, joihin evankeliumin sanomaa ei ollut vield viety. Aluksi he paattivat keskittaa rukouksensa
noin 250 km paassa olevaan kyldan, jossa ei asunut yhtaan kristittya.

He valitsivat taman kylan erityisesti siksi, ettd se oli heiddan ryhmansa yhden pariskunnan
kotikyla. Talla pariskunnalla, joita kutsumme Winseiksi (11), oli kdantymattomia omaisia tassa kylassa.
He toivoivat voittavansa nama Herralle. Niin pastori Hanh, Winsit ja kotikirkon jasenet alkoivat rukoilla.

Vahan taman jalkeen Winsien Yen-niminen (12) tati, joka sairasti mahasyopaa, tuli heidan
kaupunkiinsa saamaan hoitoa. Herra Winsin veljenpoika kutsui Yenin pastori Hanhin kotikirkkoon, jossa
Winsin perhe kavi joka sapatti. Tati tuli ja siellda han kuuli Jeesuksesta Kristuksesta, ja hanelle annettiin
oma Raamattu. Tati otti innokkaasti vastaan Jeesuksen Vapahtajakseen, ja kaikki iloitsivat — erityisesti
herra ja rouva Wins. Kuitenkin, koska tadin syopa oli pitkalle kehittynyt, |adkarit eivat antaneet hanelle
mitdaan apua, hdanen ainoa toivonsa oli Suuri Parantaja. Ja niin kotikirkon jasenet alkoivat rukoilla
palavasti ihmetta.

Syovasta seurasi, ettd ruoka ei pysynyt Yenin sisdlla, mutta hanen pohjaton ruokahalunsa
Jumalan sanaa kohtaan vahvisti hanta. Kahden viikon kaupungissa olonsa jalkeen han palasi
kotikyldaansa perheen luo. Mutta hanen tilansa paheni. Noin kuukautta myéhemmin Yenin kaly soitti
pastori Hanhille ja kertoi ikdvan uutisen, etta Yen oli kuolemaisillaan.

Puhuessaan puhelimessa Yenin kalyn kanssa pastori Hanh pyysi hanta hartaasti: “Rakastatko
Yenia? Jos niin on, kuuntele minua. Me olemme rukoilleet, etta Jumala parantaisi Yenin. Han on ainoa,
joka voi auttaa. Ole ystavallinen ja nouda Yenin kirja, Raamattu, ja avaa se psalmin 30 kohdalta.
Polvistu Yenin vuoteen viereen ja lue psalmi niin, etta sisallytat Yenin nimen psalmin sanoihin.”

Langan toisessa paassa oli hiljaista. “Jumala voi parantaa hanet”, pastori Hanh vakuutti. Kun
pastori Hanh sulki puhelimen, han ei ollut varma, tekisikoé kaly, joka ei ollut uskovainen, mita han pyysi,
mutta uskovien ryhma jatkoi harrasta rukousta. He uskoivat, etta Jumala tekisi ihmeen, jota he
pyysivat ja sdastaisi Yenin eldaman, jotta han voisi todistaa uskostaan jumalattomassa kylassa.

Muutamaa pdivada myohemmin pastori Hanh ja Winsit menivat vierailulle kyldan. He eivat
tienneet mita odottaa, mutta heidan hammastyksekseen he kohtasivat ilosta huudahtelevan ja taysin
parantuneen Yenin, hdanen kalynsa ja joukon ei-kristittyja, jotka kaikki ylistivat Jumalaa.

”"Vahan sen jalkeen, kun olin puhunut pastori Hanhin kanssa, Yen lakkasi hengittamastd”, kaly
kertoi. "Mina olin jo pessyt hdnet ja olin valmis pukemaan hdnen ruumiinsa hautausta varten, kun
muistin, mitd pastori Hanh oli sanonut minulle puhelimessa.”

Kaantyen pastori Hanhin puoleen han jatkoi innoissaan: "Minulla ei ollut muuta toivoa jaljelld
kuin teidan suunnitelmanne. Kun tein sen mukaan, rukoilin ja sijoitin Yenin nimen Raamatun psalmiin
30, Yen alkoi liikkua huopien sisdlla, joihin hanet oli kdaritty. Mina tuijotin sitd hammastyneena ja
peloissani, kun han alkoi tarmokkaasti potkia peitteitd paaltaan ja yritti paasta vapaaksi. Sitten han
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nousi istumaan. Se oli ihmeellistd. En voinut uskoa sitd todeksi, koska han ei ollut noussut istumaan
kahteen viikkoon! Han pyysi ruokaa, ja mind annoin nopeasti hdnelle jotain sy6tavaa, joka pysyi hanen
sisallaan. Se on todellinen ihme.”

Yen ei ollut vain herannyt eloon, vaan han oli taysin parantunut. Taman uuden avautuneen
oven kautta pastori Hanh ja Winsit ja toiset heidan uskonystavansa alkoivat saavuttaa tuota kylaa,
jonka puolesta he olivat rukoilleet, ja levittivat siella hyvaa uutista rakastavasta elaman Antajasta ja
hanen voimallisesta sanastaan, Raamatusta. Sen seurauksena jo yli 50 ihmista on ottanut vastaan
Kristuksen, ja uutinen ihmeesta ja Jumalan rakkaudesta on jo levinnyt toisiin aikaisemmin
saavuttamattomiin kyliin. (13)

Olisiko tama voinut tapahtua, jos pienen kaupungin kotikirkon uskovaisilla ei olisi ollut uskoa,
jos se ei olisi puhunut uskosta eika olisi ollut halukas liittymaan yhteen ja rukoilemaan hartaasti kylan
puolesta? Olisiko tdma ihme tapahtunut, jos he olisivat hyvaksyneet Yenin ennakoidun kuoleman tai
luottaneet tunteisiinsa ja hyvaksyneet toivottomalta nayttavan tilanteen?

Aina ei tietenkdan ole Jumalan tahto herattda ihmisia kuolleista, mutta mitad tapahtuisi, jos
seuraisimme vietnamilaisten veljiemme ja sisartemme esimerkkid ja rukoilisimme hartaasti USKOEN
vaikeasti saavutettavien meidan vaikutuspiirissimme olevien alueitten yhteiséjen puolesta? Mita
tapahtuisi meiddan omassa eldamadssamme, jos todella uskoisimme Jumalan sanaan sen sijaan, etta
luottaisimme tunteisiimme?

Dia 38: Lainaus

Meille kerrotaan: ”Siitad ei ole pelkoa, ettd Herra jattaisi kansansa rukoukset kuulematta. Pikemminkin
on pelattavissa, etta Jumalan lapset kiusaukseen ja koetukseen joutuessaan masentuvat eivatka enaa
rukoile hellittamattd!” (14)

Diat 39-42 (lausunto useammalla dialla): Tunteita kdsittelevat seuraavat lainaukset

Mieti tata:

"Usko vetoaa Jumalan sanaan, tunteella tai ilman. Usko on sitd mita toivotaan, sen nakemista,
mitd ei ndhda. Jos voimme uskoa ihmisiin, emmekd voi luottaa Jumalan sanaan? Kun
menemme Jumalan luokse pyytamaan viisautta tai siunausta, meidan ei tule katsoa itseemme
saadaksemme vakuuden tunteen siitd, ettd han on tayttdanyt sanansa. Tunne ei ole todiste.
Paljon pahaa on seurannut siitd, kun kristityt ovat seuranneet tunnetta. Mistd tiedan, etta
Jeesus kuulee rukoukseni? Tieddan sen hanen lupauksestaan. Han sanoo, ettd han kuulee
hadassa olevien rukoukset, kun he huutavat hanta avuksi, ja uskon hanen sanansa. Han ei ole
koskaan sanonut Jaakobin siemenelle, etta he etsisivat hanta turhaan. ... Jos me kuljemme
valossa, me voimme kdyda rohkeasti armonistuimen eteen. Voimme uskossa vedota Jumalan
lupauksiin ja esittdd pyyntomme. Vaikka olemme heikkoja, erehtyvid ja arvottomia, 'Henki
auttaa meitd, jotka olemme heikkoja.' Kun olemme esittaneet pyyntomme kerran, meidan ei
tule unohtaa sitd, vaan sanoa kuten Jaakob, kun han paini koko yon enkelin kanssa: 'En paasta
sinua, ellet siunaa minua’, ja kuten han me saamme voiton.” (15)

Dia 43: Lainaus

Al3 perusta rukoustasi tunteeseen
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"Vihollinen estdd monia teistd rukoilemasta kertomalla, ettd koska et tunne mitdan
rukoillessasi, sinun on paras odottaa kunnes koet enemman hengen lasndoloa, jotta rukouksesi
ei muodostuisi pilkaksi. Mutta sinun tulee sanoa Saatanalle: 'On kirjoitettu, ettd meidan tulee
aina rukoilla eikd vasyd." Meidan tulee rukoilla niin kauan kuin kannamme taakkaa
sielussamme, ja jos olemme kestavia, me saamme vastauksen.” (16)

Muista, meidan ei tule aina TUNTEA halua rukoilla, mutta juuri silloin meidan on eniten syyta rukoilla.
Meilla tulee olla uskoa ja meidan tulee ymmartaa, miten SUURTA JUMALAA me palvelemme!

Dia 44: Aleksanteri Suuri

Lopuksi vield lyhyt kertomus.

Aleksanteri suuri oli suuri valloittaja ja kuningas, ja vaikka han eli kauan ennen Kristuksen aikaa
(noin 300 eKr.) hdanen maineensa elda vield tanaan. Historia kertoo meille, ettd han valloitti koko silloin
tunnetun maailman. Kerrotaan, ettd kun han paasi Aasiaan ja totesi, ettei sielld ollut enaa valloitettavia
maita, han itki.

Sen lisdksi ettd han oli suuri valloittaja, han oli myds mydétatuntoinen hallitsija. Joka vuosi hdanen
vietti erityisen paivan, jota han nimitti “myo6tatunnon paivaksi”.

Tana erityisend vuosipdivana han valitsi sattumanvaraisesti valtakunnastaan erilaisia ihmisia,
jotka saivat luvan tulla esittdmaan pyyntojaan. He voivat pyytaa mita vain he halusivat tai tarvitsivat, ja
han taytti heidan pyyntonsa. Useimmat ihmiset pyysivat ruokaa, vaatteita, rahaa ladkkeisiin jne.
Kuitenkin erdana vuonna tuli mies, joka uskalsi pyytdd enemmdn!

Mies esitti pyyntonsa kuninkaan virkamiehelle.

"Voitko kertoa kuninkaalle, ettd mina haluan suuren palatsin...” Mutta ennen kuin han saattoi
jatkaa, arsyyntynyt kuninkaan virkamies keskeytti hanet. “Miten havytonta! Etkd nade, etta kaikki nama
ihmiset pyytavat ruokaa ja ladkkeita? Kuinka sina rohkenet ajatella, etta sind voit pyytaa kuninkaalta
palatsial”

Dia 45: Haluan palatsin

Mutta mies jatkoi tosissaan: "Mina haluan palatsin, jossa on iso juhlasali, missa voin jarjestaa juhlia,
koska minulla on paljon ystavia. Ja haluan taysin kalustetun palatsin ja haluan, etta sinne jarjestetdan
erikoistarjoilu.” Mutta, kuninkaan virkamies keskeytti hanet jalleen yha vihaisempana.

”"Mina en pyyda kuninkaalta sitd! Tama on torkeinta, mita olen koskaan kuullut!”

Tassa kohtaa kuningas Alenksanteri huomasi hairidtilanteen. ”"Mita mies haluaa?” han kysyi
virkamieheltaan.

Virkamies kaantyi vastahakoisesti kuninkaan puoleen ja kuiskasi niin hiljaa, ettd vain kuningas
kuuli: “Kuningas, minua havettaa kertoa tatd. On uskomatonta, miten royhkea tama mies on, ja tiedan,
ettd se jarkyttaa teitd. Han pyytad palatsia. Eika siind vield kaikki, vaan han julkeaa pyytaa, etta
palatsissa olisi suuri juhlasali, koska hanelld on paljon ystavid. Ja han haluaa, ettd rakennus on taysin
kalustettu ja tarjoilu jarjestetty. Olen pahoillani. Tieddn, etta sellainen on tdysin mieleton pyynto, ja
yritin saada hanta pyytamaan jotakin jarkevampaa, mutta han ei suostunut siihen.”

Kuningas Aleksanteri mietti hetken. Sitten levedsti hymyillen han kaantyi pyytdjan puoleen ja
vastasi innoissaan: “Pyynto on hyvaksytty!”
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Virkamies katsoi kuningasta hdammastyneend. ”“Kuinka voitte suostua niin jarjettomaan
pyyntoon”, han kysyi tyrmistyneena.

Kuningas vastasi hymyillen: “Katsokaa, kaikki nama ihmiset pyytavat ruokaa, ladketta ja muita
arkipadivaisia asioita. He ajattelevat, ettd vain tallaista mina voin antaa. Mutta ei siihen tarvita
kuningasta. Kuka tahansa, jolla on ylimaaraista varallisuutta, voisi antaa niita heille. Mutta tama mies ...
TAMA MIES ... hdn on ensimmiinen, joka todella saa minut tuntemaan itseni sellaiseksi kuninkaaksi,
joka mina olen, silld vain mind voin téyttédé hdnen pyynténsa!”

Dia 46: Jer. 32:17

Oletko koskaan pysahtynyt ihmettelemaan, milta Jumalasta, maailmankaikkeuden Kuninkaasta mahtaa
tuntua, kun me anomme hanelta vain leivanmurusia, vahan rahaa ladkepillereihin, apua kadonneen
lompakon tai avainten |6ytamiseen tai vaatteita yllemme — eikd muuta. Emmeké uskalla pyytda
enempaa?

On totta, ettda han pitada huolta nadistda vahaisistakin asioista. Han huolehtii jokaisesta
pikkuasiasta, joka liittyy meidan henkilokohtaiseen elamdaamme ja tehtavdadamme. Han jopa huolehtii
varpusista. Mutta kun polvistumme paivittdin rukoilemaan, olemmeko unohtaneet, kuinka suurta
Jumalaa me palvelemme? Jer. 32:17 sanoo: ”“Oi Herra, Jumalani! Suurella voimallasi ja vakevalla
kadellasi sind olet luonut taivaan ja maan. Mikdan ei ole sinulle mahdotonta!”

Raamatussa kehotetaan: “Huuda minua avuksesi, niin mina vastaan sinulle. Mina ilmoitan
sinulle suuria ja ihmeellisiad asioita, joista et mitdaan tieda.” (Jer. 33:3.)

Dia 47: Ef. 3:20

Raamattu kertoo myds: “Jumalalle, joka meissa vaikuttavalla voimallaan kykenee tekemaan monin
verroin enemmdn kuin osaamme pyytaa tai edes ajatella.” (Ef. 3:20.)

Jos Jumala voi tehda monin verroin enemmdin kuin me osaamme pyytaa tai ajatella, miksi me
usein tyydymme pinnallisiin hengellisiin siunauksiin?

Dia 48: Hengellinen eramaa

Miksi me tyydymme eldamaan hengellisessda erdamaassa, kun Jumalalla on niin paljon enemman
annettavaa meille? Miksi me rajoitamme pyyntémme sellaiseen, minkd me ndemme, kun Jumala
haluaa meidan pyytavan sellaista, minka han voi nahda?

Ellen White kirjoittaa: “He vaativat vahan, vaikka voisivat vaatia paljon, silla Jumalan lupauksilla
ei ole rajoja.” (17)

Dia 49: Uskalla pyytdaa enemman!
Uskaltakaamme pyytdd ENEMMAN! Pyytikdaamme kuin ddrimmaisessd hadassa, niin kuin mies, joka oli
tukehtumaisillaan! Jumala lupaa: "Huuda minua avuksesi, niin mind vastaan sinulle. Mina ilmoitan

sinulle suuria ja ihmeellisiad asioita, joista et mitdan tieda.” (Jer. 33:3.)
Kerratkaamme nopeasti, mitka olivat ne nelja hengellistd avainta joista olemme puhuneet.
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Dia 50: Kertaus

Avain 1: Aseta Jumalan kanssa paivittain viettamasi aika etusijalle elamassasi
Avain 2: Luovu muodollisuudesta, teeskentelysta ja sulje aukot muurissa
Avain 3: Pyyda ja pyyda kestavasti

Avain 4: Perusta uskosi Jumalan sanaan alaka omiin tunteisiisi

(Toim. huom. Englanninkielisessé versiossa muodostuu sana ”P-R-A-Y”:
Key 1: P - PRIORITIZE your daily time with God'!

Key 2: R - REMOVE Form/Pretense/Breaches!

Key 3: A - ASK and keep asking!

Key 4: Y - YIELD in faith to God’s Word and not your feelings!)

Kun rukoilemme, emmeka vain puhu rukouksesta, me saamme Saatanan joukot vapisemaan, mutta
myo6s ndemme taivaan varastohuoneen avoimena ja hengellisten siunausten tulvivan sieltd, kun Jumala
johdattaa meitd yhd syvempiain kokemukseen hinen kanssaan! Alkddmme end3 tyytykdé olemaan
hengellisia kaapioita.

Asettakaamme Jumalan kanssa paivittdin viettamamme aika etusijalle eldamdssamme,
hylatkdamme teeskentely ja olkaamme kestavat rukouksessa ja perustakaamme uskomme Jumalan
sanaan tunteiden sijasta.

(Kdyta seuraava dia, mikali pidatte iltapaivatilaisuuden)
Dia 51: Tule mukaan

Kaipaatko todella LISAA Pyhdi Henked? Haluatko ndhda Jumalan toimivan tavalla, jota et ole ennen
kokenut?
Tule kanssamme osallistumaan taman iltapdivan ohjelmaan!

Paatoslauluna Siunausvirrat nyt kuohuu, Seurakunta laulaa -kirjasta nro 90

Loppurukous:

Rakas taivaallinen Is3, anna meille anteeksi, ettd olemme tyytyneet pinnallisiin siunauksiin, kun sinulla
olisi niin paljon enemman annettavaa meille. Opeta meita kuinka voimme kayttda aikamme oikein ja
kuinka poistaa esteet, jotka hidastavat meitd. Opeta kuinka pyytda ja pyytda hellittamattd ja ennen
kaikkea, opeta meitd kuinka perustaa usko sinun sanaasi tunteitten sijaan. Opeta meille, mita
tarkoittaa omata todellinen usko, jotta sinun runsaat siunauksen virtasi voisivat vuotaa elamaamme.
Kiitos, ettd sind olet niin paljon suurempi kuin kukaan maallinen kuningas! Sind olet kuninkaitten
Kuningas ja herrain Herra. Me rakastamme sinua! Auta meitd olemaan valmiit ottamaan sinut vastaan,
kun tulet pian. Kiitos, etta kuulet tdman rukouksen Jeesuksen nimessa. Aamen!
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IImoitus jumalanpalveluksen jalkeen:

Ald unohda, ettd olemme suunnitelleet jotakin erityistad tiksi iltapdiviksi. Miehet, naiset, perheet,
nuoret ja lapset — kaikki olette tervetulleita. Odotan, ettd siita tulee seurakuntaperheen piirissa
vietetty iltapaiva, jota emme koskaan unohda. Tule siis mukaan!

Lahdeluettelo:

(1) Counsels for the Church, s. 185-186.

(2) Counsels for the Church, s. 319.

(3) Testimonies for the Church, osa 8, s. 21.

(4) Ellen G. White, Tie Kristuksen luo, taskupainos, 30. painos, s. 82.

(5) Christian Service, s. 41.

(6) Lainattu Ron Clouzetin kirjasta Adventism's Greatest Need: The Outpouring of the Holy

Spirit, s. 43, jossa lainaus alkuperaisesta David Watsonin teoksesta | Believe in the
Church (Grand Rapids, Ml: Eerdamans, 1978), s. 166.

(7) Christian Service, s. 277.

(8) Selected Messages, osa 1, s. 124.

(9) Ellen G. White, Kristuksen vertaukset, s. 101.

(10) Nimi muutettu yksityisyyden suojaamiseksi.

(112) Nimi muutettu yksityisyyden suojaamiseksi.

(12) Nimi muutettu yksityisyyden suojaamiseksi.

(23) Tama kertomus perustuu Isah Youngin (Southeastern Californian 13. piirikunnan, USA
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10 Favorites, vol. 2, Mission Stories from Adventist Southeast Asia Projects.

(14) Ellen G. White, Kristuksen vertaukset, s. 126.
(15) Bible Echo, syyskuu 24., 1894, kappale 4.
(16) Prayer, s. 268.

(27) Ellen G. White, Alfa ja omega 6, s. 389.
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SERMON: Daring to Ask for MORE!
Four Divine Keys to Abundant Spiritual Blessings
By Melody Mason

Scripture: “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou
knowest not” (Jer. 33:3, KIV).

SLIDE: Title

Good morning and Happy Sabbath! I'm really looking forward to seeing what God has in store for us
today as we take some extra time to focus on prayer as a church family.

We just had an opening prayer, but before we begin, since we are talking about the importance
of prayer, let’s pray one more time:

Dear Heavenly Father, this morning as we talk about prayer and the divine keys to abundant spiritual
blessings, we ask for an extra measure of Your Holy Spirit! We need You to open our ears and open our
hearts, and remove any distractions from our mind. Change us, Lord, today, from the inside out! Give us
a deeper hunger for You! May we not leave this place the same as we came. May we truly be inspired
to dare to ask for more, and as a result, may we experience the abundant spiritual blessings that You
have for us. Thank You for hearing this prayer. In Jesus’ precious name, Amen.

SLIDE: Baptism Story

Once there was a man who asked his pastor what it would take for a true Holy Spirit revival to come
upon his life. The pastor explained that he would have to baptize the man in order to show him. The
man thought this was a bit strange, but he agreed, so they proceeded to the river.

After lowering themselves into the water, the pastor covered the nose of the man and
proceeded to gently lay him back under the surface of the water. However, rather than lifting the man
back up immediately, the pastor continued to hold him under the water. The man, not sure what was
happening, began to struggle a bit; however the pastor’s grip was firm.

After a few moments, panic seized the man, and thinking that maybe the pastor was trying to
drown him, he began to thrash and jerk about violently, trying to get free. At this point the pastor
brought him back to the surface.

The man, visibly shaken and gasping for breath, stuttered angrily, "What in the world were you
trying to do? Did you want to drown me?”

Calmly, the pastor replied, "When you are as desperate for revival as you were just now for that
next breath of air, then the Lord will send revival!"

SLIDE QUESTION: So | want to ask you all today: how desperate are you for deeper richer spiritual
blessings? How desperate are you to see God bring answers to your prayers?

You see, we have great zeal when it comes to seeking worldly success and honor. Athletes are
applauded for their stamina, and men of influence are esteemed for their perseverance and
dedication. But what about our persistence for the Pearl of great price? What about our zeal for an
outpouring of the Holy Spirit? What about our zeal in prayer?

SLIDE QUOTE: Ellen White writes:
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“Most professed Christians have no sense of the spiritual strength they might obtain were they
as ambitious, zealous, and persevering to gain a knowledge of divine things as they are to obtain
the perishable things of this life. Many are satisfied to be spiritual dwarfs... [Thus] many will be
lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They make no earnest effort, and therefore they
will be weighed in the balance and found wanting.”!

| don’t know about you, but | don’t want to be a spiritual dwarf! | want to be all that God created me
to be. However, if we are to be all that God has created us to be, we need a much deeper walk with
God than we have yet imagined possible. We need a much deeper prayer life. We need a much deeper
faith in God’s Word. The reality is that we have settled for being spiritual dwarfs when God is calling
us, modern-day Israel, to become spiritual giants standing in the gap, interceding for the lost world
around us.

SLIDE: Dwarf - Why be a spiritual dwarf when you can be a spiritual giant?

Unfortunately, Satan knows better than most Christians the unlimited spiritual possibilities that are
within our grasp if we look to God in faith. Because of this, he will do anything he can to keep us from
the Word and from genuine, faith-filled prayer! We are told that at the sound of fervent prayer,
“Satan’s whole host trembles.” They tremble because they know they will suffer loss.

SLIDE: Keys Picture

Today | want to talk about some divine keys to experiencing abundant spiritual blessings! | want to talk
about things you can do that will make Satan truly tremble! Are you ready?

SLIDE: Key Number 1: PRIORITIZE your daily time with God!
SLIDE: Question on eating!

Let me ask you a question: Unless you were intentionally fasting, how many of you have made time to
eat at least one meal a day for the past 30 days? (I see that most of you have raised your hands.)

SLIDE: What about spiritual food?

We all know that it’s very important that we eat physical food each day if we are to have the strength
that we need to do our work. However, how much more important is it that we have our spiritual food
each day? We face many temptations and trials daily. And all too often, the enemy gets the upper
hand.

We get discouraged and wonder why we keep falling and giving in to temptation, but it's because we
haven’t been eating spiritually as we should. We’ve allowed the mundane distractions of daily life to

rob us of our time with God.

SLIDE: Quote - Good Things Enemy of Best Thing!
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Did you know that our biggest problem is usually not bad things? It’s good things that take the place of
the BEST THING—JESUS!

Ellen White writes: “Minor matters occupy the attention, and the divine power which is
necessary for the growth and prosperity of the church, and which would bring all other blessings in its
train, is lacking, though offered in plentitude.” Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 21.

How can we turn things around?

SLIDE: Prioritize!

We must make our devotional time with God a priority at the start of each day. We must not let
distractions of any kind (be it text messages on our cell phones, e-mails, the TV, news, work,
appointments, or even an earthly king) keep us from this important time with God.

SLIDE: John Wesley story

There’s a story told about John Wesley (a powerful preacher in the 1800s). He had been invited to
spend an evening with Lord Byron, the most powerful man in England. This was a great honor, as
people would wait months and months to get an audience with this man. However, before the evening
was over, John Wesley got up and began to excuse himself saying that he needed to leave. Lord Byron
was almost offended. "Why are you leaving so soon?” he asked. “Don't you realize that | am a very
important man and many people beg to spend time with me at my table?"

John Wesley's simple reply was this: "l don't mean to offend you, Sir, and feel very honored for
this time together. But | have an appointment with the King of the Universe now, and | dare not be
tired and | dare not be late."

Talk about a real life example of keeping your priorities straight. You might be thinking, “Yes,
but it seems there could have been a little exception there, don’t you think? After all, Wesley was with
an important dignitary. God would surely understand. He could always spend time with God later.”

Yes...of course, God understands. He understands that we are weak, frail, and in desperate
need of a continual connection with Him—a connection that will be stronger than any earthly ties and
that will be more important than any earthly honor. He is, after all, the King of Kings and the Lord of
Lords. And prayer is our “divine appointment,” the appointment above all others. When we miss it, we
are putting ourselves on enemy ground.

SLIDE: Quote on Neglect of Prayer
Inspiration tells us, “The darkness of the evil one encloses those who neglect to pray. The whispered
temptations of the enemy entice them to sin; and it is all because they do not make use of the

privilege God has given them in the divine appointment of prayer.”/

Yes, when we take time for God each day, Satan trembles! He trembles because he knows that God
will make us strong against his temptations.

SLIDE: Daniel in Lion’s Den
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Of course, we can’t forget Daniel from the Bible. Daniel was willing to go to the lion’s den rather than
miss his appointment with God! Are we willing to go to the lion’s den before we will miss our
devotional time with God each day?

SLIDE: Key Number 2 - REMOVE Form/Pretense/and Breaches!
SLIDE: Explorer Story

Back in the mid-19™ Century, there was a party of explorers in Central Africa that had set out to
explore and make maps of the territory. Each day they would do their work and then come back to
camp, gather sticks, build their fires, cook their meals, and then go to bed.

After following this routine for several days, they came back to camp one evening to discover
all these little stacks of wood, arranged like miniature teepees, around their camp.

SLIDE: Pictures of mini stacks of wood!

They were perplexed and looked at each other with questioning. “Where did all these little stacks of
wood come from?”

After returning from work one day to find even more stacks of wood all over their camp, they
looked up in the trees to see monkeys excitedly chattering away. Then they realized what had been
happening.

Each day the monkeys had watched the men build their fires and, intrigued by this process, had
set out to do the same. They had done a great job, but they had one significant problem. While they
put the sticks all together in perfect order, just like the men had done, no matter how hard they
worked, and no matter how big their pile of sticks, they still couldn’t start a fire.

SLIDE: Are we like the monkeys?

We may laugh, but how often have we been just like those monkeys—great at building little wooden
teepees? Yes, all too often we have just a spiritual form, but we are seriously lacking in Holy Spirit fire.

SLIDE: Not one in twenty!
Ellen White, addressing the church during the late 1800s, makes the shocking statement that not even
ONE in twenty whose names are registered in church books are prepared to end their earthly history.
In fact, she states, if they did, many would find themselves without hope and without God, just as any
other common sinner.V

If this was the case of so many in the church in the 1800’s, what would be our story today?
SLIDE: Question — What is the most popular religion?

Do you know what the most popular religion at the end of time will be?

SLIDE: The Religion of Form
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Yes, sadly things aren’t getting better. The most popular religion of today is actually the religion of
form. Far too many Christians have become content with a “form of godliness” without the power of
true godliness (2 Tim. 3:5). As a result, their profession has become nothing more than pretension,
pretending to be something they are not.

SLIDE: Quote from Carl Bates

Carl Bates, a former president of the Southern Baptist Convention, once made a sobering statement
that should concern us greatly. He said, “If God were to take the Holy Spirit out of our midst today,
about ninety-five percent of what we are doing in our churches would go on, and we would not know
the difference. Yet if God had taken the Holy Spirit out of the midst of the first Christian community,
about ninety-five percent of what they were doing would have ceased immediately.”"

This thought should cause us to do some serious heart searching and praying!

SLIDE: What does God see?

Of course, what matters most is not what others see, but what God sees. God is concerned with our
hearts. What goes on in our mind? What do we enjoy when no one is watching? What is the motive of
our thoughts and actions? Are we really seeking Him, or are we just trying to maintain a respectable
reputation?

SLIDE: Quote on Pretense

Again Ellen White writes:
“There must be no pretense in the lives of those who have so sacred and solemn a message as
we have been called to bear. The world is watching Seventh-day Adventists, because it knows
something of their profession of faith, and of their high standard; and when it sees those who
do not live up to their profession, it points at them with scorn.”vi

If we want to see abundant spiritual blessings in our lives, we have to ask God to change our hearts
and take away all form and pretense. We also need to ask Him to remove all spiritual breaches, for it is
having breaches in our life that leads us to live lives of “form and pretense.”

SLIDE: A breach — a hole in wall

“What is a breach?” you might ask. A breach is a hole in a wall. It’s a way that the enemy is able to
sneak into our life. Satan tries to do this in many ways, whether it is through our negative thinking and
talking, our worldly addictions, or our ungodly behaviors and sins that separate us from God. But how
can we make Satan tremble?

SLIDE: Quote on what Satan fears

Inspiration tells us, “There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people of God shall clear the
way by removing every hindrance, so that the Lord can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church
and an impenitent congregation.”Vi
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SLIDE: Examine Yourself

Although we don’t have time to explore this in depth here, | want to encourage you to take some time
to pray and ask God to show you if there are any “spiritual breaches” in your life holding back His
blessing? EXAMINE YOURSELF! Ask Him to show you where you’ve allowed yourself a pretense of
godliness, rather than true heart surrender and transformation. Ask Him to show you what is hindering
you from going deeper in your walk with Him! God is just waiting to set us free from the bondage of
sin, but He can’t deliver us unless we ask.

SLIDE: Key Number 3: ASK and keep asking!
Key Number 3 is to ASK and keep asking!
SLIDE: Mother pleading

In Matthew 15:22-28, we find the story of a Canaanite woman who came to Jesus begging Him to heal
her daughter. But Jesus didn’t respond to her initial cries for help. In fact, we are told, “He answered
her not [even] a word.”

If He had just said something, anything to sooth her pain and show He cared, it would have
helped, but He said nothing.

However, as if Jesus’ silence wasn’t painful enough, next the disciples tell Jesus in front of this
woman, “Send her away. She’s becoming a nuisance as she cries after us.”

Finally Jesus speaks, but rather than words of comfort He says simply, “I’'m sent to help Israel.”
The implications are that He was not sent to help her. In response, she falls at his feet in humble
worship, “Lord, help me!”

Again Jesus speaks. “It’s not good to give the children’s bread to dogs.” Ouch! Did you catch
what Jesus just said? Not only has Jesus ignored her cries, and the disciples tried to send her away,
Jesus reminded her that he came for Israel, not for her... Now He’s compared her to a dog! What an
insult!

If any were looking on, they were probably thinking, “What’s wrong with this woman? Doesn’t
she understand?! Jesus isn’t going to help her. She’s not even a Jew. Who does she think she is
anyway, begging for Him to heal her daughter?”

But this woman wasn’t concerned with who she was or her lack of qualifications for a miracle.
She wasn’t even discouraged when He called her a dog. All she knew was who He was! He was the
Saviour. She knew He was the only one who could help her, and her faith would not let go. And so she
responded, with tear stained eyes and quivering lips, “It’s true Lord, | may be a dog, but even the dogs
eat the crumbs from their master’s table. All | need is a crumb Lord, just a crumb!”

At this Jesus turns to her with tenderness in His eyes. It wasn’t that He didn’t care from the
beginning; it wasn’t that He didn’t love her; it wasn’t that He didn’t want to heal, but He wanted to
prove her faith and use her enduring persevering faith as a testimony for the thousands who would
need to follow her example through the ages.

At last He speaks the words she’s been longing to hear: “O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto
thee, even as thou hast asked.” And at that same hour, her daughter was healed.

SLIDE: Quote below
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Would we have endured this faith test? Do we endure today, when it seems God ignores our cries,
when it seems He is answering other’s needs—while we are the outcast that He can’t possibly help? Do
we hold on and worship Him still, not letting go until He fulfills our great need?

SLIDE: Luke 18:7, 8

The Bible tells us, “And shall not God avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto him, though
he bear long with them? | tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of
man cometh, will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:7,8).

Yes, even when we don’t see the answers and blessings we long for, we must ask and keep
asking. We cannot give up!

SLIDE: Key 4: YIELD to faith in God’s Word and not your feelings!

Key Number 4 is YIELD to faith in God’s Word and not your feelings!

As we quickly find when we study the Bible, having faith is not optional in the Christian walk—
not, that is, if we plan to go to heaven! (See Heb. 11:6 and Rev. 21:8) So if we are individuals who are
prone to doubt, how do we develop faith?

SLIDE: Picture of Bible

The most powerful way to build faith is through the Word, for we are told, “Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).

However, as Christians, we fight a daily battle: a battle between fact versus feeling. The
outcome of this very significant battle will determine what type of faith we hold. Let me explain.

SLIDE: The Battle - Fact versus Feeling!

Fact is what we find in God’s Word. Fact, although built upon unseen realities and invisible promises,
does not waver, as it reflects the unchanging nature of God: That is, He cannot lie (Titus 1:2), He will
not change (James 1:17), He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8), and He is more
eager to give us good gifts than we are to give good gifts to our children (Luke 11:13). When we base
our faith on the facts of God’s Word, we have a firm foundation to weather any storms.

Feeling, on the other hand, is constantly wavering as it is based on our personal experiences,
changing emotions, anxieties, spiritual lethargy, and unanswered prayers. Rather than consulting the
Word of God for its decisions, feeling takes counsel from self, from worldly wisdom, from skeptical
friends, and from the past unproductive Christian experience. When we base faith on our feelings,
which come and go, it’s as if we are building our house upon the sand. And any storms that come along
may knock it over.

SLIDE: Quote below

The kind of faith we need today is faith that can stand on God’s Word alone!
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This is why we need to spend much time in the Word and why we need to cultivate the habit of
talking faith. If we give more expression to our faith, we will actually develop more faith.

SLIDE: Quote on talking faith

Ellen White emphasizes this concept time and time again: “Talk and act as if your faith was invincible.
The Lord is rich in resources; He owns the world. Look heavenward in faith.”Vi

SLIDE: Vietnam Miracle Story

Let me share an amazing story that happened in Vietnam.

After experiencing the joy of God in their own lives, lay pastor Hanh™ and his house-church
members were convicted to fast and pray specifically for the unreached villages in Vietnam. To start
with, they decided to focus their prayers on a village 150 miles away, a village where not one Christian
lived.

They chose this specific village because it was the hometown of one of the couples in the
house-church group. This couple, who we shall call the Wins*, had unconverted relatives in this village
whom they longed to win for the Lord. So pastor Hanh, the Wins, and the house-church members
began to pray.

Not long after, the aunt of the Wins—a lady named Yen*, who was suffering from stomach
cancer—came to their city seeking medical care. The nephew, Mr. Win, invited Yen to pastor Hanh'’s
house-church where they attended each Sabbath. She came, and there she heard of Jesus Christ and
was given her own Bible. Yen eagerly accepted Christ as her Savior, and everyone rejoiced—especially
Mr. and Mrs. Win. However, because Yen was in the last stages of cancer, the doctors offered her no
help; her only hope was in the Master Healer. And so the house-church members began praying
fervently for a miracle.

The cancer made it impossible for Yen to keep food down, but her insatiable appetite for the
Word of God sustained her. After two weeks in the city, she returned home to her family in the village.
But her condition worsened. About one month later, Yen’s sister-in-law called pastor Hanh with the
sad news that Yen was about to die.

Talking to Yen’s sister-in-law on the phone, pastor Hanh pled with her earnestly, “Do you love
Yen? If you do, listen to me! We have been praying that God will heal Yen. He is the only one who can
help now! Please go get Yen’s book called the Bible and open it to Psalm 30. Kneel down beside Yen
and read the words, putting Yen’s name in the verses.”

There was silence on the other end of the phone line. “God is able to heal and restore her,”
pastor Hahn persisted. When pastor Hanh hung up the phone, he was not sure if Yen’s sister-in-law, an
unbeliever, would do what he asked, but the group continued to join together praying earnestly. They
trusted that God could work this miracle that they prayed for and preserve Yen'’s life so that she could
be a witness to her unbelieving village.

A few days later, pastor Hanh, along with the Wins, went to visit the village. They weren’t sure
what they would find, but to their amazement, they were met with shouts of joy from a fully restored
Yen, her sister-in-law, and a host of non-Christians, all praising the Lord.

“Not long after | talked to pastor Hanh, Yen stopped breathing,” the sister-in-law reported.
had already cleaned her up and was preparing to dress her body for burial when | remembered what
pastor Hahn had said to me on the phone.”

III
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Turning to pastor Hanh, she continued excitedly. “I had no hope left other than your plan. After
| did what you said, praying and putting Yen’s name in the verses of Psalm 30 from the Bible, Yen
started to move within the blankets she was wrapped in. | stared in amazement and fear as she started
vigorously kicking the blankets off, trying to free herself. She then sat up. It was amazing. | couldn’t
believe it because she had not sat up in two weeks! She asked for some food, and | quickly gave her
food, which she kept down. It’s a true miracle!”

Yes, Yen had not only come back to life, but she had been completely healed. With this new
open door, pastor Hanh and the Wins, as well as others in their house-church group, began reaching
out to this village, the one they had been praying for, sharing the good news about the loving Author
of Life and His powerful words in the Bible. As a result, already over fifty people have accepted Christ,
and news of the miracle and God’s love is already spreading to other unreached villages in the area.

Would this miracle have happened if the small house-church group of believers from the city
hadn’t had faith, talked faith, and been willing to earnestly unite in prayer for this village? Would this
miracle have happened if they had accepted anticipation of Yen’s impending death or had relied on
their feelings and what looked like a hopeless situation?

Of course, it may not always be God’s will to raise someone from the dead, but what would
happen if we followed the example of our Vietnamese brothers and sisters in praying earnestly BY
FAITH for the unreached in our communities and in our areas of influence? What would happen in our
own lives if we truly had faith in God’s Word, rather than relying on our feelings?

SLIDE: Quote below

We are told, “There is NO DANGER that the Lord will neglect the prayers of His people. The danger is
that in temptation and trial, they will become discouraged and fail to persevere in prayer!” Christ’s
Object Lessons, p. 175.

SLIDES: Quotes on Feelings as below

Consider this:
“Faith takes God at His word, with or without feeling. It is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. If we can believe our fellowmen, can we not trust the word of
God? When we go to Him for wisdom or grace, we are not to look to ourselves to see if He has
given us a special feeling as an assurance that He has fulfilled His word. Feeling is no criterion.
Great evils have resulted when Christians have followed feeling. How do | know that Jesus
hears my prayers? | know it by His promise. He says He will hear the needy when they cry unto
Him, and | believe His word. He has never said to the ‘seed of Jacob, seek ye Me in vain.” ...If we
walk in the light, we may come to the throne of grace with holy boldness. We may present the
promises of God in living faith, and urge our petitions. Although we are weak, and erring, and
unworthy, ‘the Spirit helpeth our infirmities.” When we have offered our petition once, we
must not then abandon it, but say, as did Jacob when he wrestled all night with the angel, ‘I will
not let Thee go, except Thou bless me,” and like him we shall prevail.” - Bible Echo, September
24,1894, par. 4.

SLIDE: Don’t Feel Prayers
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“The enemy holds many of you from prayer by telling you that you do not FEEL your prayers, and that
you would better wait until you realize more of the spirit of intercession lest your prayers should be a
mockery. But you must say to Satan, ‘It is written that men ought always to pray and not to faint.” We
should pray until we do have the burden of our wants upon our souls, and if we persevere, we shall
have it.” Prayer, p. 268.

Remember, we may not always FEEL like praying...but that’s when we need to pray the most!
We need to have faith and realize what a BIG God we serve!

SLIDE: King Alexander

In closing, let me share one more short story.

Alexander the Great was a mighty conqueror and king, and although he lived long before the
time of Christ (around 300 B.C.) his reputation still lives on today. As history tells us, he conquered all
the then-known world. In fact, it is said that when he reached Asia and realized there were no more
countries to conquer, he wept.

Besides being a great conqueror, he was also a compassionate ruler. Every year he set aside
one day that he called “compassionate day.”

As the story goes, on this special day of the year, he randomly selected different people across
his kingdom whom he allowed to come and make special requests. They could ask for whatever they
wanted or needed, and he would grant their request. Most people asked for food, clothes, money for
medicine, etc. However, one year, there was a man who dared to ask for more!

Speaking through the King’s spokesman, this man shared his request.

“Can you please tell the king that | want a large palace? And | want....” But before he could
continue, the king's spokesman interrupted him with irritation. "What impertinence! Don’t you see all
these people asking for food and medicine? How dare you to think that you can ask the king for a
palace!"

SLIDE: | want a Palace

But the man continued earnestly, “I want the palace to include a large banquet hall where | can host a
celebration, because | have lots of friends. And | want the palace to be fully furnished, and | want a
special meal prepared.” But the spokesman stopped him again, as he was getting angrier.

"I will not ask the King for this! This is the most outrageous thing I've ever heard!"

At this point, King Alexander saw the commotion. “What does the man desire?” he inquired of
his spokesman.

The spokesman reluctantly turned toward the King and came forward, whispering in low tones
that only the King could hear. “King, I'm afraid to tell you this. | can't believe how unreasonable this
man is, and | know you will be upset. But he's asking for a palace. Not only does he have the audacity
to ask for a palace, but he's asking that you'd make a large banquet hall in this palace, because he
evidently has lots of friends. And he wants the whole thing to be fully furnished and supplied with
food. I'm so sorry. | know this is such an unreasonable request, and | tried to get him to ask for
something more reasonable, but he persisted."

King Alexander paused for a moment. Then with a large smile, he turned toward the petitioner
and enthusiastically replied, “Request granted!”

The spokesman looked at the King in astonishment. "How can you grant such an outrageous
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request?" he asked in shock.

The King replied, smiling, "You see, all these people are asking for food, for medicine, and for
mundane things. They think that’s the only thing | can give. But they don’t need a king to give them
these things. Anyone with extra resources could do these things for them. But this man... THIS MAN...
He's the first man that's really made me feel like the King | am, for only | can grant such a request!”

SLIDE: God, King of Universe

Have you ever you ever stopped to wonder how God must feel, the King of the Universe, when we
come to Him begging for just a few morsels of bread, for a little money to pay our bills, for help finding
our misplaced wallet or keys, for a few clothes to put on our back—and we stop with these request,
not daring to ask for more?

Of course, He cares about these little things. He cares about every detail that affects our
personal life and ministry. He even cares when the sparrows fall. But when we kneel to pray each day
have we forgotten what a great God we serve?

The Bible tells us, “Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things,
which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3).

SLIDE: Eph. 3:20

It also tells us, “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20).

If God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, why do we so often
settle for superficial spiritual blessings?

SLIDE: Spiritual Wilderness

Why do we settle for living life in the spiritual wilderness when He has so much more He is longing to
give? Why do we limit ourselves to what we can see when God wants us to ask for what He can see?

In Acts of the Apostles, Ellen White writes, “They claim little, when they might claim much; for
there is no limit to the promises of God.”*

SLIDE: Dare to ask for More!

Let’s keep daring to ask for MORE! Let’s be desperate! Just like the man who was desperate for air to
breath! God promises, “Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things,
which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3, KJV).

So in quick review, what were the four divine keys we talked about today?

SLIDE: Review

Key Number 1: P - PRIORITIZE your daily time with God!

Key Number 2: R - REMOVE Form/Pretense/Breaches!

Key Number 3: A - ASK and keep asking!

Key Number 4: Y - YIELD in faith to God’s Word and not your feelings!
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As you can see, these four keys make the acronym P.R.A.Y. If we will P.R.A.Y., not just talk about
prayer, we will not only make Satan’s host tremble, but we will also see the storehouse of heaven
opened and spiritual blessings poured out as God takes us deeper and deeper in our walk with Him! So
let’s not settle to be spiritual dwarfs any longer.

Let’s dare to prioritize our daily time with God, dare to remove pretense from our lives, dare to
ask and keep asking, and dare to yield to faith in God’s Word rather than our feelings.

SLIDE: Join us this afternoon for MORE

Are you desperate for MORE of the Holy Spirit? Do you want to see God work in ways that you have
not yet seen?
Join us for this afternoon’s program!

Sing Closing Hymn: Showers of Blessings, Hymn 195

Closing Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, Forgive us for settling for superficial spiritual blessings when You have so much
more in store! Teach us how to prioritize our time and how to remove the roadblocks that hinder us!
Teach us how to ask and keep asking, and most of all, teach us how to yield to Your Word rather than
our feelings! Teach us what it means to truly have faith that Your abundant showers of blessings may
rain down upon us! Thank you that You are so much greater than any earthly King! You are the King of
all Kings and the Lord of all Lords. We love You! Help us to be ready for Your soon coming! Thank You
for hearing this prayer. In Jesus’ name. Amen!

Announcement at the end of church:

Don’t forget we have something very special planned this afternoon that you don’t want to miss. Men,
women, families, youth, children—all are invited. In fact, | expect that it’s going to be an afternoon
that we will never forget as a church family, so please plan to join us.
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Afternoon/Evening Prayer Program ldeas

Program ldea #1
The Circle of Blessings — Prayer Program

Summary: The purpose of this program is to foster a spirit of unity and healing among church
members as they gather (men, women, and children) specifically to pray for one another. It’s easy for
us to judge one another and be critical. These attitudes can tear apart the unity in a church. But when
we begin to carry each other’s burdens, and share the struggles of our hearts in prayer, we begin to
recognize that we are all in need of prayer and support. So rather than throwing stones, it’s time to
build bridges and come together. This “Circle of Blessings — Prayer Program” is meant to help foster
that healing and unity in a powerful way.

We suggest this program be held on a Sabbath afternoon when people are not rushed or tired
and they can take the time to enjoy this prayer fellowship for as long as God leads. It could also be
done during an evening program, but people may be tired and wishing to go home to rest.

We suggest allowing at least 2 hours for this activity; however, it may stretch to 3 or 4 hours as
a spirit of unity fills their hearts and people want to linger. That's why a Sabbath afternoon is often the
best time to do this. (Ideas and instructions will be italicized and bolded for the leader throughout the
program narrative which follows.)

Instructions for
Circle of Blessings — Prayer Program Outline

(Start with several energetic songs/hymns while everyone is coming in and getting seated. This
creates a happy, inviting atmosphere and encourages people to come into the room or join the
worship service.)

Singing of several hymns
Opening prayer

(Women’s Ministry Leader or designated program coordinator gives the following intro to the
afternoon prayer program. Feel free to modify the narrative to suit your style and audience. Be sure
to create a warm and welcoming atmosphere.)

Good Afternoon! We’d like to welcome you to our afternoon “Circle of Blessings” Prayer program. We
think this is an afternoon that you will never forget.

This morning we talked about the power of prayer and what can happen when we press
together. Now this afternoon we want to take some time to pray blessing and encouragement for one
another.

Before we begin, | want to share several Bible verses with you to set the context for what we
are going to do together.

"And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this
wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: The
Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon
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thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and | will bless
them" (Num. 6:22-27).

It’s very easy to criticize one another, but rather than being so quick to criticize and be
judgmental, God wants us to give each other blessings, in the way He instructed Aaron and his sons to
do. However, even more than that, He wants us to fight for one another and lift each other up in
prayer until we see victory in our spiritual battles.

In the book of Isaiah, we find the kingdom of Israel and Judah going into steady spiritual
decline. God is about to visit His judgments upon the land. The prophet Isaiah is warning the people of
their need to turn back to God before it is too late. He's also sharing how God is looking for
intercessors to pray on behalf of the land.

The Bible says, “And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no
intercessor...” (Isa. 59:16).

In Ezekiel we find the same thought: “And | sought for a man among them, that should make up
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that | should not destroy it: but | found none”
(Ezek. 22:30).

How discouraging that must have been as God looked for someone, anyone, who would stand
on behalf of His people.

Today we have a similar situation. Around us we see spiritual decline. As a result of many
turning away from God, the Holy Spirit is being withdrawn. The enemy of souls is trying his best to
keep us from a close walk with God and also from unity with our brothers and sisters.

However, there are still many who have not yet heard the gospel; people in our own
neighborhoods who do not yet know about Jesus and are not ready to meet Him. Sadly, many of us
have family members and loved ones who have not given their hearts to God.

What do we do? Is all hopeless? Of course not! This morning we talked about the power of
prayer. God still works in answer to prayer! (Can you say AMEN?)

In Isaiah 58:12, we find a special task that God has called us to.

We are told, “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up
the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in.”

Did you catch it?

You see, God is calling ALL of us, both men and WOMEN, to be repairers of the breach. We are
to stand in the gap, interceding for those around us that they will come to a knowledge of the truth
while there is still time.

Yes, we are to be intercessors, praying that the enemy will not continue to tear down our walls
and destroy our spiritual cities. However, the problem is, we cannot stand as “repairers of the breach”
for others when we have so many breaches in our own walls. How can we be strong for our
community, when we are not in unity as a body of believers?

Let me ask a few questions:
e How many of you are weighed down with a heavy burden? (Raise your hand, and ask people to
raise their hands if they identify!)

e How many of you have some deep personal heartache that you are struggling with? (Again,
raise hands?)
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e How many of you have some trial or temptation that you are seeking to overcome? (Again,
raise hands?)

e Finally, how many of you would like to see more love and unity here in our church, so that we
can become better intercessors for those in need? (Raise hand!)

You see, most of us raised our hands! While God has called us to be “repairers of the breach” we need
to ask God to build up our own spiritual walls and bring healing to our own brothers and sisters so we
can strengthen each other and then help stand in the gap for many others who may not know the
good news of the gospel.

Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

This afternoon, we are going to do some burden bearing for one another as a church family. We
are going to pray that God will help make us strong as individuals and as a church family so that we can
stand in the gap for others. This is how we are going to create a “Circle of Blessings” here in our
church.

James 5:16 says, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

At this time, I’'m going to place a chair (or cushion) here beside me, and I’'m going to invite
anyone who wishes to be prayed for to come forward and sit/kneel here, and then I’'m going to ask
others to come forward to surround that person with prayer.

(NOTE: Place chair to sit on or cushion to kneel on at front of church or room, next to where
you are speaking; then continue.)

Now, WHO is brave enough to be the first person to come forward that we can pray for today?
Who has a burden on your heart that you would like your church family to pray for with you?

(NOTE: There might be a moment’s pause as people consider, but soon some brave soul will
stand up and come forward for prayer. At this point, when a person comes forward, it’s important
that you ask everyone else to get up from their seats and come forward as well and make a close
circle around the person who just sat down in the chair or kneeled on the cushion. SEE THE PICTURES
BELOW TO GET AN IDEA OF SUCH PRAYER CIRCLES.)

(Before continuing, give everyone the following instructions.)
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Now I'd like everyone else to get up out of your seats and come forward and surround our dear

brother/sister. (Encourage everyone again, if people seem reluctant to get up. They will come
forward with a continued warm invitation. Sometimes you can share the following, just to help them

get moving out of their seats.)
You see, in Heaven, we are going to be a close family. But now we also can get the practice of

what it’s like to come together as a close family in prayer.
(Once everyone comes forward and circles the person in the chair, share the following.)

What I’'m going to do is give the microphone to brother/sister (name) and ask him/her to briefly

(emphasis on briefly, just 2-3 sentences) explain what we are going to pray for. Then I’'m going to ask
two of you to volunteer to pray. Then | will close the prayer, and we will invite another person to come

forward for special prayer.

(

=

1/,

S

(NOTE: This prayer time should be nothing strange, but just the sharing of simple burdens and prayer
requests people have. Some will share about struggling loved ones or children who aren’t in the faith
that they want prayer for. Some may mention a temptation that they need victory over, or
marriages that they need prayer for. This isn’t to be a time of personal explicit non-appropriate
confessions. Those sins and struggles should stay between the person and God privately. This is a
general time of sharing and lifting up each other in prayer. This is an opportunity as a church family
to press together, pray for one another, bless one another, love each other with Christ-like,
encouraging love. You might need to share the following instructions to the group that should now

be pressed close together.)
It's very important that we keep our prayers brief because we want to pray for as many of you

as possible this afternoon. Remember, Satan is thrilled if he can keep us talking about our problems
instead of praying about them. In fact, Ellen White writes that we are to, “Make short prayers in
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meetings, and lengthy prayers when [we] talk and commune with God in [our] closet... [We are to]
learn to pray short and right to the point, asking for just what [we] need” (Manuscript Releases, vol.
10, p. 130).

While we want to keep our prayers short and right to the point, it’s also important that as we
pray, we pray in faith. So | encourage you to claim Bible promises as we pray for each other’s requests.

Now (smiling warmly as you turn to the person seated in the chair or kneeling on the
cushion), please tell us very briefly in 2 or 3 sentences, how we can pray for YOU today?

(NOTE: The person should share briefly, and then you ask those surrounding who would be
willing to pray for our brother/sister. When people raise their hands to volunteer to pray, give the
first person the microphone. They pray, and then pass the microphone to the second person. And
then you as the leader close the prayer. Keep it to three people praying maximum, so that you can
pray for more people. Sometimes more will pray on their own accord, and that’s okay, but let that be
the exception and not the rule because you want to keep moving, praying for as many as possible.
You also don’t want the prayer time to become tedious.

After you’ve finished praying for the first person, then invite another person to sit in the
chair/kneel on the cushion, and so on, one after another, until you run out of time or until everyone
who wishes to receive special prayer has been prayed for.

Feel free to interject special applicable songs or hymns throughout the time of prayer when
appropriate. Songs like “He’s Able” or “There’s Power in the Blood” or “Amazing Grace” are very
special after certain heart-wrenching prayer request and will add to the atmosphere of prayer
fellowship and warmth.

Keep encouraging people to press close together and, if appropriate, to lay hands on one
another’s shoulders during the prayer. Remember, we are seeking to build a community of prayer
and love. We are going to be a family together in heaven, so it’s time we start acting like one here.

At the end of the afternoon, with the Holy Spirit’s blessing you will find that people do NOT
want to leave. They’ve prayed together, cried together (don’t forget to have a Kleenex box close by),
and now they feel closer as a church family than they have felt before.

However, when you feel that it’s time to close, announce that you will pray for just 2 or 3
more people and then you will be closing the program. Have a special song at the end (maybe
“Showers of Blessings” again, or “To God be the Glory”). End with a brief prayer and encourage the
members to continue to pray for one another in their own private prayer times until all the prayers
that have been brought before the Lord today have been answered. Of course, it is our hope that the
church members will enjoy the prayer time so much that they will wish to repeat it again on another
Sabbath in the future.

This is truly an afternoon that your church will long remember! And may the “Circle of
Blessings” that has been started continue until there is such love and unity among us that the Latter
Rain outpouring that we are praying for will come! This “Circle of Blessings” — Prayer Program has
already made a difference in many congregations, and we know that it will be a special day for you.)
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Program ldea #2
Standing in the Gap — Prayer Program

Summary: After the “Circle of Blessings” — Prayer Program, this “Standing in the Gap” program is a nice
follow up. It may be best to do at a later date. However, it’s also an alternative to the “Circle of
Blessings” program if desired. This program is about uniting in prayer for a specific purpose, to see
backslidden members or loved ones brought back into the church. But rather than rushing right into
these requests, as is so often the case, we will encourage the following United Prayer format, which
will bring greater unity to the group. And where there is Holy Spirit unity, God blesses. Consider the
following verses and quotations:

“If two of you shall agree as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of
my Father which is in Heaven. For where two or three are gathered together, there am | in the midst of
them.” Matt. 18:19, 20

“We are encouraged to pray for success, with the divine assurance that our prayers will be
answered... The promise [of Matt. 18:19] is made on the condition that the united prayers of the
church are offered, and in answer to these prayers, there may be expected a power greater than that
which comes in answer to private prayer. The power given will be proportionate to the unity of the
members and their love for God and for one another.” 9th Manuscript Releases (no. 748), p. 303.
(Letter 32,1903, p. 5)

“Precious promise! Do we believe it? What marvelous results would appear if the united
prayers of this company were to ascend to God in living faith!” Evangelism, p. 414.

Instructions for a one-hour session of “Standing in the Gap” prayer for the Prayer
Leader/coordinator:

Time Frame for 1 hour session:
Welcome/Introduction: 5 Minutes
Adoration/Praise: 10 minutes
Confession: 5-10 minutes
Supplication: 20 minutes
Thanksgiving: 5-10 minutes

Before starting an hour, or any amount of time, in united prayer, we briefly explain the format, so that
the participants understand how the prayer session will proceed. As you become more experienced at
leading, you will develop your own method of explaining.

It’s important that you briefly share the following, before encouraging the group to come
forward to pray.

e We will pray through four prayer themes

1. Adoration and Praise: God tells us to enter His courts with praise. Thus, during this first theme, our
focus in prayer will be praise and adoration. Rather than rushing right into our requests, we want to
take time to worship God and reflect on the beauty of His character as revealed in His Word.
Inspiration tells us that as we learn to praise God more, we will be given more blessings for which to
praise Him.
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2. Confession: Confession is a very important aspect of an effective prayer life. It also helps keep the
channels open between us and God (Isa. 59:1, 2; 1 John 1:9). Of course, many sins are of a private
nature and should be confessed only between you and God. (A time for silent confession is
encouraged.) For those faults that are confessed publicly (Jas. 5:16), keep in mind that we don’t want
to confess something that would cause another to stumble. (For example, specific lustful acts or
thoughts, sexual sins, etc.!) In Daniel 9:4-16, we see Daniel’s example of corporate confession on
behalf of God’s people. This is the type of confession that we’d like to focus on during this prayer time.
However, the most important thing is to confess, silently or publicly, as the Holy Spirit convicts.

3. Supplication: Here we take God at His Word and give Him our needs, both physical and spiritual.
During this prayer time, one focus will be on praying for those who may be withdrawing from church,
for loved ones that we wish to see return to God, or others we want to see find Christ. God tells us to
ask, seek, and knock (Matt. 7:7), and He tells us that we do not have because we do not ask (Jas. 4:2).
So let’s take Him at His Word and ask! God tells us to ask large things of Him! Our greatest need is that
of the Holy Spirit, so in addition to praying for missing members, our loved ones, and our community,
let a yearning for the Holy Spirit be another major focus of our supplication.

We won’t take any prayer requests before the prayer session, but we encourage you to give
your requests to God during our time of supplication. We will support each other in your request.
Remember, the devil is happy if we merely talk about these needs and concerns, just as long as we
don’t pray. So rather than talking, we are going to pray!

4. Thanksgiving: We will end with thanksgiving, praising Him for what He’s done and looking forward
in faith to what He will do! “Now unto him that is able to do exceedingly abundantly ABOVE all that we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20).

e Please follow the prayer leader. The leader will begin and end the prayer, as well as
transition the group from one theme to the next.

e You can pray multiple times, but keep each prayer short (1 to 3 sentences) and focus on a
single theme (e.g., praise, supplication, etc. or whatever the prayer leader has indicated).

e We pray conversationally. In other words, speak up in prayer whenever there is a break in
the prayer time if the Holy Spirit is leading. This isn’t about praying around the circle. If you
just want to listen at first, that’s fine. Only pray if the Holy Spirit prompts you to pray.

e Please speak up when you pray, so the group can hear you and agree with you in prayer as
we want to avoid multiple people praying at the same time.

e Ask God to inspire your prayers. “We must not only pray in Christ's name, but by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 147).
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e Finally, as we begin, let’s press together in a close circle. It’s easier to hear each other’s
prayers, and it also promotes a spirit of unity among us! And that’s what we want. Again, if
we are going to be family in heaven some day, we can start acting like family here.

e |, as the prayer leader today, will start with the chorus “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus.” | will
also use a song to transition between themes. We are told, “Singing is as much an act of
worship as is prayer” (Child Guidance, p. 523).

e Let’s come together and begin our time of prayer!

Note to prayer leader: Singing is not necessary; however, we have found that uniting in song, as you
move from one theme to the next, is a special way to draw the group closer together in worship and
praise. When thinking of songs, we recommend that you choose simple, familiar songs that most
people know. This eliminates the need for hymnals and the risk of losing the attitude of reverence
while participants fumble for the correct page. (For more instructions and song suggestions for the
four themes, or for suggestions on how you can be a better prayer leader, please read Praying for Rain:

A Mini-handbook to United Prayer which is available online in multiple languages for download.)

We encourage spending 45minutes to one hour for this time of “Standing-in-the-Gap” prayer
program, but even 20 or 30 minutes can be powerful. And if the church will continue to make this time
of intercession a regular habit, even if not always following the United Prayer format, they will begin to
see answers to their prayers. God is just waiting to open the storehouse of heaven’s blessings upon us,
but He’s waiting for us to press together in prayer. He’s waiting for us to ask!

45


http://www.revivalandreformation.org/prayer
http://www.revivalandreformation.org/prayer

Program ldea #3
Agape Thanksgiving Banquet — Prayer Program

Summary: This can be done following the program ideas #1 and #2 or as a separate program to foster
a greater spirit of prayer and thankfulness. The purpose of this program is to pull the church together
in thanksgiving for the miracles and answers to prayer that God has already given. So often we focus
solely on what is going wrong or on the struggles we have in our lives, and we forget how wonderfully
God has worked in the past. We forget all the blessings we have been given and all the answers to
prayer that we have already received. This banquet is perfect for a Friday night vespers or a Sabbath
evening program. (By the way, this has nothing to do with the American holiday; it is simply about
giving THANKS to God for His blessings!)

Instructions for the
Agape Thanksgiving Banquet

Ask a team of people to help you plan a special Agape Thanksgiving Banquet. This cannot be done
alone!

If possible, it’s nice to decorate the fellowship hall or a special location for this special banquet.
Decorations can be simple or creative and more elegant. Don’t spend too much time on the
decorations though, because the program is the most important. We want the Holy Spirit present, and
the most receptive environment for the Holy Spirit to come is a thankful and surrendered heart, not an
elaborate banquet hall.

Some decoration ideas might be creating a fruit platter with a wine-goblet in the center in
which you place a candle. You can place this in the center of each table. If you don’t want to do a fruit
platter for each table, you can just do special flowers, or a simple centerpiece on the table. (See
pictures on the next page below for fruit platter and table ideas!)

If the church is not able to provide the food/fruit platters (this could be expensive in some
places), then just ask the members to bring some items for a simple meal to share, perhaps fruit, bread
and spreads; or soup and bread. Whatever you decide on the menu, keep it simple! Again, it’s not
about the food but about the sharing time together.

Proposed Program:

e Song Service —5 to 10 minutes
e Welcome
e Introduction

This evening we want to take some time to share our praises to God, our answered prayers,
and stories of how God has worked in the past. While you eat and enjoy fellowship with those
at your table, we encourage you to be thinking about a specific answered prayer that God has
given you in your life recently. You can also share other testimonies or praises, but we will ask
you to keep your sharing brief (no more than 3-5 minutes) so that others can share too. For
now, we want you to enjoy the meal!

e Opening Prayer and blessing on the food!
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e Maybe have soft music playing in the background while people eat. And if you have candles on
the tables, it’s nice to turn the lights down a little for special effect.

(Note to leader: After people have been enjoying eating for maybe 30 minutes, go ahead and go back
to the microphone and ask who would like to share the first testimony/blessing/or answered prayer.
Again, encourage participants to keep their sharing short (2-5 minutes at most) so multiple people can
share. If there’s a lag in sharing, feel free to ask your music team to lead a song here and there, or you
can even have some special music pieces planned that you can intersperse throughout the program.
When you feel it is time to close the program, ask the those attending to form groups of two and take
a few minutes to pray for one another and for God’s blessings on their coming week. End with a closing
prayer.

Below is a sample of an Agape Banquet Table. The decoration is a fruit platter with goblet in the
middle holding a candle. (Goblets can often be obtained inexpensively at thrift stores or yard sales).
Simple refreshments included grape juice, breads, and peanut butter, butter, jam and honey. If
funds/resources don’t allow a light meal such as this, the program can just be a sharing testimony
vespers. It will still be a blessing! Enjoy and be blessed!
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