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Rakkaat sisaret:

Synti on aiheuttanut paljon surua ja kipua tdssd maailmassa, perheissa ja yksiloiden elamassa
ympari maailmaa. Perhevakivalta on juuri surua ja kipua perheissa. Saadaanko perhevakivalta
loppumaan? Ei. Mutta voimme vaikuttaa asiaan kouluttamalla ja luomalla turvallisia paikkoja
perheille, jossa he voivat kertoa karsimyksistaan, kivuistaan ja jossa Jumala voi heita parantaa.

Tana vuonna enditnow-teemapadivamme keskittyy perhevakivaltaan, erityisesti miehen
ja vaimon vadliseen vakivaltaan. Tieddamme, ettd koti on rakkauden ja ilon paikka perheelle.
Surullista on kuitenkin se, etta lilan monessa perheessa, yhteisdissimme ja seurakunnissamme,
hyvaksikdyttd rehottaa. Saarnan on kirjoittanut tri Julian Melgosa. ”“Rakkautta kotona”-saarna
kasittelee tata asiaa ytimekkaasti, silla sen ytimessa on sydamen ongelma. Sydantemme tulee
tayttya rakkaudella, jonka Pyha Henki antaa (Gal. 5:22) ja jota voimme osoittaa perheissimme
ja toisille.

Olemme liittdneen materiaaliin mukaan seminaarin, joka kasittelee vihan hallintaa.
Vihan hallitsemattomuus on vakivallan alku monessa perheessa ja ihmissuhteessa.

Rukouksemme on, ettd Jumala Pyhdn Henkensa kautta nayttdisi meidan sydamemme
todellisen tilan jokaiselle joka esittda tai kuulee tdman materiaalin asian. Rukouksemme on,
ettd vastaamme etsien Jumalan ja satuttamiemme ihmisten anteeksiantoa, jotta voimme
tayttya Jumalan rakkaudella. Ja lopuksi, etta karsivat parantuvat ja saavat uuden ilon.

Jumalan sana kehottaa meitd osoittamaan toisillemme lamminta veljesrakkautta ja
kunnioittamaan kilvan toinen toisiamme (Room. 12:10.) Saakoon tdama olla paivittdinen
kokemuksemme Jeesuksen kautta.

lloiten,

fala, Hocr Suokt

Heather-Daw I, naistyon jaostojohtaja



SISALTO

Kirjoittajasta (englanniksi) - About the AULNO ... 4
Ehdotus jumalanpalveluksen ohjelmasta .......ccceeiiieicc e e e 5
Lasten Kertomus: TAYSKAANNOS ....ccueveviiiirieiriire st eeeieeesestestestestesaeseesessaesaeseesessessessessensnsessessenes 6
Children’s Story: “A Complete MaKe OVEI ... e es et aere s sre e e e 8
Saarna: “Rakkautta KOTONQA” .......c..o ittt st s st et s e 10
SErmMON: “LOVE At HOMIE ...ttt st st st st e et st s et ene st 18
Seminaari (englanniksi) - Seminar: “Anger Management”........ccoccveieieininineeeneeree e e s s 28
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Ehdotus jumalanpalveluksen ohjelmasta
enditnow-teemapadiva — 22.8.2015

Alkusoitto
Rukous

Yhteislaulu: SDA Hymnal- “Love At Home” 652

Raamatun luku:
Samoin aviomiehenkin velvollisuus on rakastaa vaimoaan niin kuin omaa ruumistaan.

Joka rakastaa vaimoaan, rakastaa itseddn. Eihdn kukaan vihaa omaa ruumistaan, vaan

jokainen ravitsee sitd ja vaalii sitd. Juuri niin hoitaa Kristuskin seurakuntaansa.
Ef. 5: 28-29.

Kolehti ja rukous

Lastenkertomus:
"Tayskaannos"

Pastoraalirukous
Musiikkiesitys

Saarna:
“Rakkautta kotona”

Yhteislaulu
Loppurukous

Loppusoitto



Lasten kertomus
"Tayskaannos”

[Huom! Pienemmille/herkille lapsille teksti kannattaa soveltaa koskemaan huumeiden sijaan
tupakointia.]

Yksitoistavuotias Fredo taisteli pahaa tapaansa vastaan. Han ei voinut olla polttamatta
marijuanaa. Niinpa milloin se vain oli mahdollista, han katosi koulualueelta jonkin kulman
taakse, ja otti esiin valkoisen marijuanapussinsa. Mutta syvalla sielussaan han tiesi, etta hanen
olisi lopetettava polttaminen. Han yritti ja yritti, mutta ei koskaan pystynyt tekemaan
lopettamaan.

Erdana aamuna, kun han tuli kouluun, uusi oppilas ilmestyi sinne.

"Hei, Minun nimeni on Jose”, uusi poika esitteli itsensa hymyssa suin.
”Olen juuri muuttanut tanne, ja kuulin, ettd tdama on hyva koulu”, Jose jatkoi innoissaan.

”"Mina olen Fredo. Mika tdssa koulussa on niin hienoa?” Fredo kysyi vahan
kummastuneena.

”"Mina toivon, etta saan uusia ystavia taalla” Jose sanoi, ”“ehka sina voisit olla
ensimmainen ystavani.”

"Totta kai, se on ok. Mina esittelen sinut myos minun hyville ystavilleni”, Fredo lupasi
uudelle ystavalleen.

Melko pian Jose ystavystyi myds viiden Fredon kaverin kanssa ja ndytti siltd, ettd he
viihtyivat hyvin yhdessda. Mutta erdaanda pdivand, kun Jose kdantyi kadun kulmasta
kotimatkallaan, han huomasi Fredon kavereineen juoksevan hdnen ohitseen alas kujaa. Jose
juoksi perdssa ja piiloutui puiden taakse katsomaan.

"Voi ei, he kayttivat huumeita!” Jose huudahti pettyneena.

Jose meni Fredon ja kavereiden luo. Nama saikahtivat nahdessdaan hanet aivan
edessaan. Han siis sai tietda heidan salaisuutensa! limoittaisiko han rehtorille? He joutuisivat
vaikeuksiin koulun ja vanhempiensa kanssa.

"Etteko tieda, mita huumeista seuraa?” Jose kysyi vakavalla danella.

”Ole kiltti, Jose, ala kerro tasta”, pyysivat Fredo ja hdanen kaverinsa.



”"Okey, en kerro, mutta te tarvitsette apua”, Jose huudahti. “Mind tiedan, ettd vain
Jeesus voi auttaa teitd lopettamaan nama pahat tavat!”

”Auttaa meita? Kuka tama Jeesus on? Mista loydamme hanet? Kuinka paljon maksaa?”
pojat kysyivat nopeasti.

"Ei, ei se maksa teille yhtadan mitaan. Mutta teidan taytyy luottaa siihen, etta Jeesus
muuttaa tapanne ja eldmanne”, Jose sanoi vakuuttavasti.

Jose alkoi kertoa Fredolle ja hdnen ystavilleen Jeesuksesta, joka on hanen paras
ystavansa. Han rukoili heiddan kanssaan ja opetti heitd rukoilemaan. Han kutsui heidat
kirkkoonsa ja nuorten toimintaan mukaan.

Kului viikkoja ja kuukausia ja pian kaverukset rukoilivat paljon yhdessa. Jose oli kutsunut
seurakuntansa pastorin ja nuorisojohtajan auttamaan poikia. He osallistuivat yhd enemman
koulun jdlkeen hyviin harrastuksiin. He tutkivat Raamattua yhdessa ja luottivat siihen, etta
Jumala auttaisi heita.

"Turvaa Herraan kaikesta syddamestasi dlaka nojaudu omaan ymmarrykseesi.” (Sananl.
3:5 VKR.) Fredo toisteli tata raamatunlausetta.

"Tiedattekd mita? Se, ettd luotimme Jumalan paastdavan meidat eroon huumeista, oli
kuin Jumala olisi pyytdanyt meita hyppdaamaan korkealta muurilta ja ottanut meidat vastaan”,
Fredo huudahti iloisena.

”Niin juuri, mitd useammin hyppaat ja Jumala ottaa vastaan, sitd varmemmin voit
luottaa haneen, eik6?” Jose kysyi pojilta pilke silmdakulmassaan.

”Aivan, mina tiedan, ettd Jumala voi auttaa minua kohtaamaan elamani myrskyt ja
vaikeudet! Fredo ilmoitti luottavaisena.

Osallistuttuaan kaksiviikkoiseen evankeliseen kokoussarjaan Fredo ja hadnen viisi
ystavdansa hyvaksyivat Jeesuksen pelastajakseen ja parhaaksi ystavdkseen ja heidat kastettiin
kauniina sapattiaamuna helmikuun 21. pdivana 2015. Ei ollut yhtdakaan kuivaa silmaa, kun Fredo
ja hdnen ystavansa todistivat, kuinka Jose auttoi heitd |6ytamaan Jeesuksen ja Jumala, joka
auttoi heita voittamaan kiusauksensa.

Me voimme aina luottaa Jumalaan, silloinkin, kun kohtaamme vaikeuksia ja ongelmia
elamdssamme!

(Témdén kertomuksen kirjoitti muistiin Linda Koh, pddkonferenssin lastentyén johtaja.)



Children’s Story
“A COMPLETE MAKE-OVER”

Eleven-year-old Fredo was struggling with his bad habit. He just had to smoke his
marijuana. So whenever he could get away to some corner outside of the school grounds, he
would get to his little white pouch of “pot.” But deep inside Fredo knew he had to stop it! But
he tried and tried, but never could do it.

One morning as he got to school, a new boy appeared to have just joined the school.

“Hello! My name is Jose,” the new boy introduced himself with a big smile on his face.

“Just moved here and | was told that this school is great!” Jose continued excitedly.

“l am Fredo. What’s so great about this school?” Fredo answered with a look of query
on his face.

“l hope to make new friends here,” said Jose, “maybe you could be my first friend.”

“Sure, no problem. Will introduce you my good buddies too,” Fredo promised his new
friend.

Pretty soon Jose became friends with five other buddies of Fredo and they seemed to be
a fun group of friends. But one day, as Jose was rounding a corner on his walk home, he
noticed Fredo and his buddies were running past him quickly to a back alley. He gave chase and
then hid behind some trees to watch.

“Oh, no, they are smoking drugs!” exclaimed Jose with great disappointment.

He approached Fredo and his friends. They were shocked to see him right in front of
them. So he knew their secret now! Would he report them to the principal? They would be in
trouble with the school and with their parents.

“Don’t you know drugs are back for you?” asked Jose with great concern in his voice.

“Please, please don’t report us, Jose,” begged Fredo and his buddies.

“Okay, | won’t report you all, but you need help,” Jose exclaimed, “But | know only Jesus
can help you stop these bad habits!”



“Help us? Who is this Jesus? How can we find him? Would it cost us a lot?” the boys
asked hastily.

“No, it won’t cost you a centavos. But you must trust Jesus to change your habits and
your life,” Jose said with confidence.

Jose started to share with Fredo and his friends Jesus who is his Forever Friend. He
prayed with them and he taught them to pray. He invited them to his church and other young
people’s activities.

Weeks past and months past and soon this group of buddies were spending more time
praying. Jose has invited the pastor and the youth leader of his church to work with the boys.
They spent more and more time after school in good and healthy activities. They studied the
Bible together and trusted in God’s promises to help them.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Proverbs 3:5,” Fredo was repeating
it over and over again.

“You know what? Trusting in God’s strength to kick the drug habit was like God asking
me to just jump down from the high wall and that He will catch hold of me,” Fredo exclaimed
with joy on his face.

“Yes, the more times you jump and God catches you, you know you can trust him more
and more, right?” Jose asked the boys with a twinkle in his eye.

“Yes, | know God can help me face the storms and difficulties in my life!” Fredo
exclaimed with assurance.

After attending over two weeks of evangelistic meetings, on February 21, 2015, Fredo
and his five friends accepted Jesus as their Savior, their Forever Friend and were baptized that
beautiful Sabbath morning. There was not one person with dried eyes when Fredo and his
friends testified how Jose helped them find Jesus and God who helped them overcome the
temptations of drugs.

Yes, we can always trust God even when we face difficulties and problems in life!

(Story from Linda Koh, GC Children’s Ministries Director)



pIA1Saarna
”Rakkautta kotona”

DIA 2 Raamatun teksti:
“Samoin aviomiehenkin velvollisuus on rakastaa vaimoaan niin kuin omaa ruumistaan. Joka
rakastaa vaimoaan, rakastaa itsedén. Eihdn kukaan vihaa omaa ruumistaan, vaan jokainen
ravitsee ja vaalii sitd. Juuri niin hoitaa Kristuskin seurakuntaansa.” (Ef. 5:28, 29.)

Kuvittele seuraava tilanne: Useita satoja henkil6itda on populaarimusiikin konsertissa. Yhtakkia
syttyy tulipalo lavan lahella. Palohdlytin alkaa soida, ja ihmisten eloonjdaamisvaisto heraa. Kaikki
ryntadvat tayttd paata ovea kohti tulta pakoon. He eivat valita siitd onko joku heidan tielldan;
heiddn ainoa padamaaransd on padsta ulko-ovelle. He tyontyvat toisten ohi, nuorten ja
vanhojen. Jotkut kaatuvat. Joku tallataan ennen kuin han paasee yl6s. Kaikki pyrkivat kaikin
voimin pelastautumaan. Tama tilanne kuvaa sitd, miten suuresti ihminen rakastaa omaa
elamaansa.

Itsensd suojeleminen ja eldamansa yllapitaminen on osa ihmisen itsesuojeluvaistoa.
Eloonjaamisvaisto on niin voimakas, etta kun ihminen on kuoleman vaarassa, jopa epaitsekkaat,
ystavalliset ja myotatuntoiset ihmiset ovat taipuvaiset panemaan oman pelastumisensa toisten
pelastuksen edelle.

Raamatuntekstissimme verrataan aviomiehen rakkautta vaimoonsa, siihen rakkauteen,
joka ihmisellda on omaa ruumistaan kohtaan. Tdma voima on juuri eloonjaamisvaisto, joka on
ehka voimakkain ihmisen luomisessa saama vietti. Apostoli kehottaa miehia rakastamaan
vaimojaan samassa madrassa kuin he rakastavat omaa ruumistaan eli koko
eloonjdamisvaistonsa voimalla. On sanottu, ettd emme suinkaan vihaa ruumistamme, vaan
rakastamme, pidamme siitd hyvaa huolta, ravitsemme sitd ja suojelemme sita. Na&in juuri
miesten odotetaan kohtelevan vaimojaan. Lisdksi innoitettu kirjoittaja vertaa tata voimaa
siihen, miten Kristus ravitsee ja huoltaa seurakuntaa. Meilla on kaksi eldavdaa vertauskuvaa
aviollisesta rakkaudesta: (a) eloonjaamisvaisto, joka kertoo intensiivisyydestd, ja (b) Jumalan
rakkaus seurakuntaansa kohtaan, joka kertoo pyhyydesta.

Tama sanoma ei jata mitaan epailysta siita vilpittomyydesta, hellyydests,
ystavallisyydesta ja kiintymyksestd, jota miehen tulee osoittaa vaimoaan kohtaan. Tanaan
pyrimme valottamaan aviosuhdetta ja perhe-elamaa, missa taman kaltaista rakkautta koetaan.

DIA 3
1. Kodit ovat turvapaikkoja

“Vaimosi, sinun talosi emdntd, kukoistaa kuin viinikbynnés, lapsia on poytdsi ympdrilld kuin
oliivipuun juurella vesoja.” (Ps. 128:3.)
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Tama jae kuvaa kauniisti millainen laadukkaan perheympariston tulee olla — paikka, missa
vaimo ja aiti on kuin kukoistava viinikbynnos ja lapset kuin oliivipuun vesoja perheen
ruokapoydan ymparilla.

KUVAUS: Viela nykyaankin Valimeren maiden taloissa on usein keskella avoin sisapiha, jota
huoneet ymparoivat. Viinikdynnokset kukoistavat sellaisessa ilmastossa. Niitd kasvaa usein
talon sisapihalla, ja ne tuottavat hedelmaa, koristavat ja luovat varjoa. Tallainen ymparisto on
paikka missa perhe kokoontuu illan viileydessa, missa pienokaiset leikkivat turvassa, mista on
padsee helposti huoneisiin, ja diti voi valvoa koko elinpiirid. Vaimoja verrataan viinikdynnoksiin,
jotka peittavat sisdpihan seinia.

Kevaalla monet hyvin pienet oliivinalut ilmestyvat oliivipuiden oksiin. Nama kauniit
nystyrat ovat lupauksia tulevista hedelmista ja antavat toivoa tulevista sukupolvista. Ne tuovat
iloa niille, jotka odottavat seuraavaa satoa. Tatda kuvaa verrataan paivallispdydan ymparille
vanhempien kanssa kokoontuneisiin lapsiin.

Miten viehattava kuva siita, mita perheen tulisi olla — sisdpiha, suoja, turvallinen ymparisto,
missd veri- ja tunnesitein yhteen liittyneet ihmiset viettdvat aikaa yhdessa, kasvavat ja
kehittyvat turvallisessa ilmapiirissa. Tama voi olla paikka, missa kukin perheenjdsen saa tukea,
ymmartamystd, myotatuntoa ja lohdutusta.

Valitettavasti asiat menevat joskus vikaan, ja tama kuva muuttuu pdinvastaiseksi:
mahdollisuudeksi eristaytya, paikaksi, jossa joku perheenjasen saattaa kayttda toista hyvaksi
joko henkisesti tai fyysisesti. lkdva kylla, paikka, jossa jokaisen perheenjasenen tulisi |6ytaa
turvaa, muuttuu suojaksi hyvaksikayttajalle.

Kun vaimon koti ei enda ole turvallinen paikka, missa hdnen miehensa rakkaus on
lohdutuksen ldhde, han joutuu hakemaan suojaa ulkopuolisesta turvapaikasta. Tima on
kaukana siitd, miten Luoja suunnitteli aviosuhteen toimivan. DIA 4 Ellen White on kirjoittanut:
”"Minua on neuvottu sanomaan aviomiehille: Teidan kunnioituksenne ja hellyytenne kuuluu
vaimoillenne, lastenne didille. Teidan tulee huomioida heidat ja tehda suunnitelmia, miten
tehda heidat onnellisiksi.” (The Adventist Home, s. 337.)

DIA5
2. Kotien tulee olla turvaa eika vakivaltaa suosivia paikkoja

“Miehet, rakastakaa vaimoanne, dlkdd kohdelko hdntd tylysti.” (Kol. 3:19.)

Paavali kirjoittaa erityisesti kolossalaisille miehille varoittaen heitd olemasta ankaria ja kovia
vaimojaan kohtaan. Tama sanoma oli tarpeellinen siina kulttuuriymparistdssa missa mies, jolla
oli valta-asema, saattoi kayttdad hyvdksi vaimoaan monella tapaa. William Barclay
kommentoidessaan tata tekstida selittad, ettd juutalaisen lain mukaan nainen oli miehensa
omaisuutta, eikd hanelld ollut mitaan laillisia oikeuksia, hdn oli kuin esine tai maatila. Mies
saattoi esimerkiksi ottaa avioeron vaimostaan mistd syystd tahansa, mutta vaimo ei koskaan
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voinut olla aloitteentekijand tassa tilanteessa. Samoin sen ajan kreikkalaisessa kulttuurissa
naisten odotettiin aina pysyvan sisatiloissa, mutta heidan miehilladn saattoi olla vapaita
suhteita toisiin naisiin. On helppo uskoa, etta tallaisessa kulttuuriymparistéssa monet Paavalin
lukijapiirin miehet eivat kohdelleet vaimojaan kunnioittavasti. Ehka taman vuoksi apostoli
Pietari vertaa naimisissa olevia naisia 'heikompiin astioihin' ja kehottaa miehida osoittamaan
heille kunnioitusta, jotta heidan rukouksensa eivat estyisi (1. Piet. 3:7 VKR).

Miten kaunis kielikuva! Kohdella vaimoa kuten heikompaa astiaa. Kuinka paljon
onnellisempia avioliitot olisivat, jos miehet kasittelisivat vaimojaan varoen niin kuin nama
olisivat kallisarvoisia ja kauniita maljakoita, jotka tarvitsevat suojelua, eivat vakivaltaa!

Valitettavasti, jos Pietarin ja Paavalin pitdisi kirjoittaa kirjeensa tdnaan, heidan tulisi
todennakdisesti yha kayttaa samanlaista kielta: “Miehet, rakastakaa vaimoanne, dlkda kohdelko
hantad tylysti.” Nykyadan talla vuosituhannella yksi kolmesta naisesta maailmassa on kokenut
fyysista tai seksuaalista vakivaltaa, tyypillisesti puolisonsa taholta. Vaikka useimmat maat (2/3)
ovat kieltdaneet perhevdkivallan, useimpia téllaisia tapauksia ei koskaan ilmoiteta eikd nain
ongelman olemassaoloa tiedosteta.

Ellen White sanoo, etta hyvaksikdyttavaa aviomiesta ei voi pitaa 'aviomiehena' sanan
taydessda merkityksessd DIA 6: ”Jos hadn on tyly, karkea, raju, itsekas, kova ja dominoiva, hanen
ei koskaan pitdisi kdyttaa sanoja, ettd mies on vaimonsa paa ja etta vaimon tulee alistua hdanen
tahtoonsa kaikessa; silld han ei ole Herra, han ei ole aviomies sanan oikeassa merkityksessa.”
(The Adventist Home, s. 117.)

Tama sanoma ei ole vain niille, jotka eldvat vakivaltaisessa suhteessa.
Seurakunnanjasenet ovat vastuussa, jos he vain tuntevat myotatuntoa ja vaistavat
seurakuntaperheessd ilmenevan perhevakivallan. Seurakunnanjasenet eivat voi sanoa: ”Joku
toinen auttaa.” Sen sijaan uskovien tulee kadyttda vaikutusvaltaansa auttaakseen karsivaa.
Monilla on empatiakykya ja he voivat kuunnella ja rohkaista vakivallan uhria. Toiset ovat hyvia
valittdjia ja voivat ottaa yhteyttd puolisoihin ja opastaa heitd luomaan vakivallattoman kodin
Pyhan Hengen voiman avulla. Toiset voivat rukoillen ja taidolla palvella neuvonantajina. Ja viela
jotkut voivat tarjota suojaa sellaisissa tapauksissa, jolloin inhimillisesti katsoen ratkaisu nayttaa
mahdottomalta ja uhri paattaa paeta suojatakseen itsensa ja lapsensa.

Vakivalta ja hyvaksikaytto eivat ole vain fyysista. Se voi olla myds sanallista ja tunteisiin
kohdistuvaa. Jeesus sanoi: “Mind sanon teille: jokainen, joka on vihoissaan veljelleen, on
ansainnut oikeuden tuomion. Samoin jokainen, joka sanoo veljelleen: 'Senkin hélmé’, on
ansainnut Suuren neuvoston tuomion, ja se, joka sanoo: 'Sind hullu', on ansainnut helvetin
tulen.” (Matt. 5:22.) Jos tama periaate koskee tavallisia seurakunnanjasenia (veljid ja sisaria),
kuinka paljon enemman se koskee aviopareja, jotka ovat sitoutuneet rakastamaan toisiaan koko
elinajan!
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KUVAUS: Katrin mies ei ole koskaan lydonyt vaimoaan, mutta han on varmasti kdyttanyt sanoja,
jotka vahattelevat vaimoa. Mies |0ytaa alituisesti vikoja vaimon taloudenhoidosta, lasten
hoidosta ja ruuanlaitosta. Han vertaa vaimoaan usein kielteisesti toisiin. Kun mies on vihainen,
han kayttda rumaa kieltd puhutellessaan vaimoaan, sanoja, joita hdn ei koskaan lausuisi
ulkopuolisten lasna ollessa. Tasta syysta Katrin itsetunto on romahtanut. Han pitada itsedan
tarpeettomana ja epaonnistuneena eika nde syyta miksi elda. Useammin kuin kerran hanelld on
ollut itsetuhoisia ajatuksia. Lapset ovat altistuneet vaikutukselle, joka opettaa heille vaaria
arvoja. Tallaisessa tilanteessa tytto tavallisesti samastuu uhriin, ditiinsa, ja poika vakivaltaiseen
isdansa. Tama lisaa suuresti mahdollisuutta, ettd he omaksuvat samanlaisen roolin omassa
avioliitossaan.

Jeesuksen sanoma Matt. 5:22 on pelottava niiden ikuisesta kohtalosta, jotka kayttavat sanallista
vakivaltaan toisia kohtaan. Jokaisen kristityn velvollisuus on kunnioittaa toisia, myds puolisoaan
ja lapsia, erilaisuuksista ja erimielisyyksistda huolimatta. Jotta voisi valttaa sanallisen vakivallan
aiheuttamaa vahinkoa, Raamattu kehottaa meita kayttamaan viisaita, ystavallisia ja rakastavia
sanoja. Raamatussa verrataan niitd eldman puuhun (Sananl. 15:4 VKR) ja nuoreen hunajaan
(Sananl. 16:24). Se myds kertoo meille, ettd “"kuin suudelma suulle on suora vastaus” (Sananl.
24:26) ja "savyisa vastaus taltuttaa kiukun, loukkaava sana nostaa vihan” (Sananl. 15:1).

Kun fyysista vakivaltaa harjoittavat melkein poikkeuksetta aviomiehet vaimoaan
kohtaan, kayttavat naiset taas sanallista vakivaltaa puhuessaan miehilleen. Jotkut tutkimukset
osoittavat, ettd 10—-15 % vakivallasta kohdistuu miehiin. Siihen sisaltyy nimittely, huutaminen,
uhkailu lahtea pois lasten kanssa, uhkailu lasten vahingoittamisesta, panettelu, valehtelu jne.
Myds vaimojen tulee pyrkia kasvamaan jumalallisen luonteen kaltaisuuteen, mika saa heidat
puhumaan lempeasti ja rakastavasti miehilleen ja lapsilleen, silld saatana voi kdyttaa heidan
epaystavallista puhetapaansa vakivaltaisen kdytoksen heradttamiseen. Miesten ja naisten
kayttama vakivalta ei kuitenkaan koskaan ole oikeutettua, ei edes arsytettyna (Matt. 5:38, 39.)

DIA 7
3. Kotien tulee olla kunnioituksen, ei hdapean ldhteita

Joskus ihmettelemme, miksi naiset jadvat hyvaksikayttotilanteisiin. Yksi syy saattaa olla, etta
naiset kokevat, etta jos he ottavat ennakoivan roolin hyvaksikdayton lopettamiseksi, perheen
kunnia tahriintuu ja he joutuvat karsimaan hapeasta.

Kulttuureilla on erilaisia kunniakasityksida ja tapoja valttda hadpeda. Useimmissa
kulttuureissa, yksiloita ja perheita pidetdaan kunniallisina, jos heilla on omaisuutta tai heilld on
perittyd arvostusta (esimerkiksi aristokraattisuvut). Kunniaa osoitetaan niille, jotka ovat
saavuttaneet hyvan maineen yhteiskunnassa tai he ovat saaneet jonkin kunnia-aseman, kuten
hallituksen virkamiehen tai valtion paamiehen myontaman palkinnon. Esikoiset tai miespuoliset
lapset saavat suurempaa arvostusta.

Mutta Jumalan sanassa ei tuollaisilla kunnianosoituksilla ole arvoa, koska Jumala ei tee
eroa rodun, suvun, alkuperan tai luokan valilla (Gal. 3:28). Silla Jumalan silmissa eivat maalliset
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arvot ole merkityksellisid, vaan sillda seuraammeko Jumalan tahtoa (1. Piet. 2:7, 9). Se on aivan
eri asia kuin meidan kunniakasityksemme. Lisdksi kunniaa Raamatussa ei kayteta ihmisen arvon
nostamiseen, ei edes perheen, heimon tai kansakunnan kunniaa. Raamatussa kunniaa
osoitetaan Jumalalle ja vanhemmille, puolisoille tai niille, jotka panevat elamansa alttiiksi
Jeesuksen tahden (Fil. 2:29). Jumalaa miellyttda se, ettd hdanen lapsensa eivat etsi kunniaa.
Salomo sai sitd, koska han ei pyytanyt sita: “Mina annan sinulle myos sellaista, mita et pyytanyt:
annan rikkautta ja kunniaa.” (1. Kun. 3:13.)

Kylla kodin tulee olla paikka, jossa lapset kunnioittavat vanhempiaan, missa puolisot
kunnioittavat toisiaan ja missa Jumalaa kunnioitetaan yli kaiken. Ja seurakuntaan meidan tulee
luoda turvallisuuden ilmapiiri. Kenenkaan ei tule tuntea tarvetta olla vadlinpitamaton tai salata
sellaisia asioita kuin perhevakivalta hdpedn tai perheen kunnian tahden. Kenenkdan ei tule
syyttaa uhria eika uhrin tule syyttaa itsedan, silla uhri ei voi olla vastuussa vaarintekijan teoista.
On ratkaisevan tarkedan tunnistaa vakivalta ja kutsua sitd oikealla nimelld eikd koskaan
puolustella sita.

DIAS
4. Kodeissa tulee vallita luottamuksen, ei pelon ilmapiiri

”Kun pelko minut valtaa, mind turvaudun sinuun. Sinun sanaasi, Jumala, mind ylistdn, sinuun
mind luotan, en pelkdd mitéén.” (Ps. 56: 4, 5.)

Raamatussa on pelkoa poistavia rauhoittavia sanoma. Sellaiset sanonnat kuin 'ala pelkaa', 'alkaa
pelatko', 'alkéon sydamenne olko levoton' esiintyvat noin pari sataa kertaa Raamatussa. Jumala
tietaa, ettd maailma on taynna pelkoa. Pelkdaminen on yleisimpia inhimillisia tunteita.

Pelkddminen kuuluu myo6s ihmisen kasvuun ja kehitykseen. Pienet lapset pelkaavat
pimeaad, esikoululaiset pelkaavat yksin nukkumista, nuoret pelkaavat kavereiden hylkdaamista ja
aikuisilla on tyéhon, lapsiin ja talouteen liittyvia pelkoja.

Edellisia pidetdan 'kehityksellisind pelkoina', hyvaksyttdavina ja normaaleina elaman eri
vaiheisiin kuuluvina, jotka katoavat ajan kuluessa ja ihmisen kypsymisen myota. Kodin ja
perheen piirissa koettu pelko ei kuitenkaan ole kehittdvaa eikd normaalia. Lapsilla ei pitaisi olla
pelkoja hyvaksikdyttavasta isasta tai adidistda. Vaimojen pitdisi saada eldada pelkaamatta
aviomiestdaan. lakkdiden vanhempien pitdisi saada eldaa pelkdamatta oman perheen taholta
tulevaa huonoa kohtelua. Tallainen pelkdaminen ei kuulu Jumalan perhettd koskevaan
suunnitelmaan. Han ei halua, ettd meidan tulee peldta rakkaitamme.

Kun perhesuhteet ovat terveet, perheenjdsenet ovat onnellisia ja tasapainoisia, valmiita
kohtaamaan elamaa ja menestymaan.

Mutta hyvaksikayttava kaytos turmelee ihmissuhteet ja sen seuraukset ovat pysyvia.
Uhreiksi joutuneilla vaimoilla ja lapsilla on vaara tulla ahdistuneiksi, ylivarovaisiksi,
masentuneiksi, heilld voi olla itsetuhoisia ajatuksia sekd voimattomuuden, arvottomuuden,
hdpedn ja syyllisyyden tunteita, aggressioita, unettomuutta ja kipuja ilman fyysistd syytg,
alisuoriutumista, luottamuksen puutetta, padihteiden kayttéa, ihmissuhdeongelmia ja
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seksuaalisia ongelmia. Hyvédksikdyttavassa ilmapiirissa kasvaneilla lapsilla on suurempi
mahdollisuus kehittya itse hyvaksikayttajiksi.

DIA 9
5. Hyvdksikayttajan toimintaa ei tule sallia, vaan hanta tulee auttaa

”Alkdd mukautuko tdmdn maailman menoon, vaan muuttukaa, uudistukaa mielelténne, niin
ettd osaatte arvioida, mikd on Jumalan tahto, mikd on hyvdd, héinen mielensé mukaista ja
tdydellistd.” (Room. 12:2.)

Joskus miehista tulee hyvaksikayttajia, koska he ovat taustansa, kulttuurinsa tai yhteiskuntansa
tuotteita. He ovat oppineet tallaisen kayttaytymisen, ja he toimivat ajattelemattomasti, toisten
tunteista tai turvallisuudesta piittaamatta. Toiset taas tekevat kiusaa ja kdyttavat hyvaksi
itsekkaista syistd, saadakseen tyydytystd patemisen, vallan ja alistamisen halulleen seka
seksuaaliselle tarpeelleen jne.
Hyvaksikayttajilla, jotka eivat halua tulla autetuiksi, on vain vahan toivoa. Kuitenkin niit3,
jotka tajuavat, ettd heidan kaytoksensa on vaaraa ja etta he tarvitsevat apua, voidaan auttaa.
Jotkut hyvaksikayttajat eivat saata edes tajuta olevansa hyvaksikayttajia. DIA 10
Tallainen kayttaytyminen voidaan tunnistaa tekemalla heille seuraavia kysymyksia:
a. Kohtelenko ty6nantajaani, [ahimmaistani tai tyotoveriani samalla tavalla kuin
vaimoani?
b. Kohtelenko vaimoani tai lapsiani samalla tavalla julkisesti kuin kotona?
C. Jos joku kohtelisi tytartani, sisartani tai aitiani samalla tavalla kuin mina vaimoani,
hyvaksyisinko sen?

Jos vastaus johonkin edellisista kysymyksistd on 'en', on suuri mahdollisuus hyvaksikayttoa
tapahtuu. Joskus vaimolla on kyllin vahva itsetunto kohdatakseen miehensd ja kertoakseen
hanelle, etta hanen kaytdksensd on sopimatonta. Toiset naiset eivdat sano mitdan ja karsivat
hiljaisuudessa. Niissa tapauksissa joku, joka haluaa auttaa, kuten perheenjasen, perheen ystava
tai pastori voi toimia kanavana auttamassa hyvaksikayttdjaa tunnistamaan ongelmansa. Jos on
hyvaa tahtoa, on toivoa.

KUVAUS: Martilla on ongelma vihan kanssa. Kun hdanen vaimonsa tai joku lapsista arsyttaa
hanta, han kiivastuu, huutaa, uhkailee ja solvaa kaikkia. Han ei lyé vaimoaan tai lapsiaan, mutta
kayttaa loukkaavaa ja karkeata kieltd perhettdan kohtaan. Kun sitten purkaus on ohi, Martti
hdpeda ja pyytaa anteeksi, mutta han pyrkii vierittdmaan syyn arsyttajille. Kun Martti myonsi,
ettd tdma ei ole kristillista kdaytdsta, han meni vaimonsa kanssa avioliittoneuvojan luo. Neuvoja
antoi heille toivoa, koska kumpikin puoliso halusi ratkaista ongelman. (Usein kuitenkin
hyvaksikdyttavat miehet kieltdaytyvat avusta ja syyttavat vaimoaan.) Martille opetettiin useita
tekniikoita, jotka auttoivat hanta ehkadisemaan vihanpurkauksia. Hanen vaimolleen ja lapsilleen
annettiin myos tehtdvia. Monia perherutiineita otettiin kdayttéon auttamaan Marttia
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hallitsemaan luonteensa. Perhe otti tdman jatkuvaksi rukousaiheeksi. Perhe onnistui. Martti
tietaa nyt, etta hanen vihanpurkauksensa voidaan estaa. Avioliittoneuvojan ja perheensa tuella
seka Jumalan voimalla han on paattanyt, ettei han sorru uudelleen.

DIA 11
6. Seurakunnan tulee osoittaa ystavallisyytta ja myotatuntoa ja tukea
jasenidaan

”Osoittakaa toisillenne Iémmintd veljesrakkautta, kunnioittakaa kilvan toinen toistanne. Alkéd
olko velttoja, olkaa innokkaita, palakoon teissd Hengen tuli, palvelkaa Herraa. Toivokaa ja
iloitkaa, ahdingossa olkaa kestdvid, rukoilkaa hellittdmdttd. Auttakaa puutteessa olevia pyhid,
osoittakaa vieraanvaraisuutta.” (Room. 12:10-13.)

On suurenmoista kuulua uskovien yhteis6é6n. Vaikka joidenkin on vaikea nahda sen hyvia
puolia, yhda useammat tutkimukset osoittavat monia fyysistd ja tunne-elamaa rakentavia
siunauksia siina, etta kirkossa kdaydaan saannollisesti. Mieti seuraavan kuvauksen myonteista
puolta.

KUVAUS: Eras seurakunnanjasen, joka 30 vuotta oli osallistunut saannollisesti seurakunnan
tilaisuuksiin, oli nahnyt joissakin seurakunnan johtajissa heikkouksia, ja han alkoi miettia, mita
hyotya oli kdyda kirkossa. Han kirjoitti paikalliseen lehteen: “Mina kirjoitan kertoakseni, etta
olen kdynyt seurakunnan tilaisuuksissa kolmenkymmenen vuoden ajan ja kuullut Iahes 3 000
saarnaa, enka muista juuri mitdaan niista. Padatelmani on, ettei pastoreiden eikd minun pitaisi
enada tuhlata aikaa kirkossa kaymiseen.”

Monet lukijat vastasivat siihen. Yksi kirjoitti: "Mina olen ollut naimisissa 30 vuotta, ja
vaimoni on valmistanut noin 30 000 ateriaa minulle. Tuskin muistan mitdadan noista
ruokalistoista. Mutta yhden asian tiedan: Mina olen ollut hyvin ravittu koko naimisissa oloni
ajan, ja jos vaimoni ei olisi uskollisesti ruokkinut minua, olisin kuollut jo kauan sitten.”

Joskus syntyy katkeria tilanteita seurakunnanjdsenten kesken, ja suhteet jannittyvat. Mutta
vaikka olemme vajavaisia, seurakunta voi olla erinomainen sosiaalinen, hengellinen ja tunteita
tasapainottava tuki. DIA 12 Hyvaksikaytetyille vaimoille ja lapsille seurakuntayhteison tuki ja
sen osoittama kristillinen rakkaus on tarkeaa selviytymiselle ja parantumiselle.

Lisaksi maailmassa ei ole monia avustusjarjestojen tai yhteiskunnan yllapitamia
tukikeskuksia. Sellaisissa tapauksissa seurakunnan tulee tuntea vastuunsa ja tarjota apua ja
tukea.

DIA 13
Seurakunnista voi tulla...
e paikkoja, missa asialle omistautuneet, vastuuta kantavat ja myotatuntoiset henkil6t
ovat valmiita kuuntelemaan, rohkaisemaan ja auttamaan perhevdkivaltaa kokeneita
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uhreja.

¢ paikkoja, joihin voi menna niilla paikkakunnilla, joilla ei ole avustusjarjestojen tai
yhteiskunnan jarjestamia keskuksia.

¢ huolehtivia 'perheitd’, jotka kykenevat luotettavasti osoittamaan myotatuntoa
karsivia kohtaan.

DIA 14

¢ naisten tukipisteitd, ehka naistyon piirissa jarjestettyja.

¢ paikkoja, joissa on mahdollisuus tavata paikallista pastoria, joka voi tarjota moraalista
tukea ja palvella valittdjana hyvaksikayttdjan kohtaamisessa.

e paikkoja, missa valitut jasenet suojelevat ja tukevat hyvaksikdytettyja naisia ja lapsia,
missd ndma voivat puhua ongelmistaan, itkea ja rukoilla turvallisessa ja hyvaksyvassa
ymparistossa.

DIA 15
7. Herra on lopullinen vastaus

”Jeesus vastasi: 'Mind olen tie, totuus ja elimd. Ei kukaan pddse Iséin luo muuten kuin minun
kauttani."” (Joh. 14:6.)

Perhevakivallan ongelmaa voidaan lahestya monin tuloksellisin tavoin, mutta paras apu tulee
Herraltamme, Jeesukselta Kristukselta. Vakivaltaisen puolison ongelma perustuu itsekkyyteen,
ja kestadva ratkaisu vaatii sydamen muuttumista. Ja vain Jumalalla on voima muuttaa meidan
sydamemme ja ajatuksemme. Veljind ja sisarina, Kristuksen perheend, meidan
velvollisuutemme on toimia, kehittdaa menettelytapoja, toimia vakivaltaa vastaan ja tehda kaikki
voitavamme tukeaksemme vaikeuksissa olevia ihmisia. Niin tehdessamme, pyytakdaamme
Herralta apua. Kdaykdamme eteenpadin ylhaalta tulevassa voimassa ja viisaudessa.

Vaarintekija tarvitsee anteeksiantamusta ja Pyhan Hengen voimaa voittaakseen
vakivaltaista kayttaytymista aiheuttavat tekijat. Han tarvitsee myds radikaalia syddamen
muutosta. Uhrit, puoliso ja lapset, tarvitsevat lohdutusta Jeesukselta Kristukselta ja rakastavilta
kristityilta ystavilta. Uhri tarvitsee voimaa ja taivaallista viisautta. Han tarvitsee vakuutuksen
siitd, ettei han ole vastuussa hyvaksikayttajan kaytoksestda eikda hanen tarvitse tuntea
syyllisyytta. Lopuksi hdn tarvitsee karsivallisyytta, koska ratkaisu vaatii aikaa.

DIA 16 Perhe, kuten seurakuntaperhe, tarvitsee myos Pyhan Hengen ldsnaoloa, jotta
sen jasenet voivat olla herkkatunteisia, kestavia, viisaita, hoitavia ja antaa tukea ja tarvittavaa
kaytannollista ja hengellista apua.

Jumala siunatkoon teita jokaista ja antakoon teille paattavaisyytta toimia ja rehellisesti
tunnistaa tdma tarve, jopa kristityissd perheissa, ja viisautta, kuinka tukea n&ita karsivia.
Tulkoon jokaisesta seurakunnasta vilpiton, tukeva ja valittava yhteiso, joksi se on tarkoitettu.
DIA 17
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Sermon
“Love At Home”

SCRIPTURE READING
So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife
loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
the Lord does the church. (Ephesians 5: 28, 29, NKJV).

Imagine this scene: several hundred people are attending a popular music concert.
Suddenly a fire breaks out close to the stage. Alarms sound and everyone’s survival instinct
kicks in. Everyone runs full speed away from the fire towards the door. They don’t care who is
in their way; their only goal is to reach the exit. They push past others, young and old. A few fall
down. One is trampled before he can get up. All are frantic to save their own lives. As illustrated
by this scene, the love for one’s own body is a powerful force.

Protecting and preserving our bodies is part of the innate survival instinct of humans.
Self-preservation is so strong that when faced with high risk of death, even altruistic, benign,
and compassionate individuals tend to prioritize their own survival over the survival of others.

Today’s Scripture reading compares the husband-to-wife love with the love that humans
have for their own bodies. This force is no other than self-preservation—perhaps the most
powerful instinct in higher-order creation. The apostle urges husbands to love their wives with
the same strength with which they love their own bodies—that is, with the same strength as
their survival instinct. We are told that, far from hating our body, we love it, care for it, nourish
it, and protect it. That is exactly what husbands are expected to do for their wives!
Furthermore, the inspired writer compares this force to the way the LORD nourishes and
cherishes the Church. We have two vivid comparisons to marital love: (a) the survival instinct
of self-preservation, to indicate intensity, and (b) the love of God for his Church, to indicate
sacredness.

This message does not leave any doubt about the sincerity, tenderness, kindness, and
affection a husband should show his wife. Today, we will reflect upon the marriage relationship

and family environment where this kind of love may be realized.
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1. Homes are shelters
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive

shoots around your table. (Psalm 128:3, NIV).

This verse offers a beautiful description of what a quality family environment should
be—a place where the wife and mother is ‘like a fruitful vine’ and the children ‘like olive shoots’

around the family dinner table.

ILLUSTRATION

Still today Mediterranean houses often have an open central patio with rooms
surrounding it. Vines thrive naturally in such a climate. Often vines grow in the inner square of
the house, providing fruit, decoration, and shade. This environment is the place where the
family gathers in the cool of the evening, where little ones play safely, and where access is
available to the various rooms and the mother can monitor the entire living quarters. Wives
are compared to these vines that are all around the patio walls.

In spring, many very small olives-to-be appear on the branches of the olive tree. These
beautiful little grains announce future fruits as well as the hope for future generations. They
bring immense satisfaction to those awaiting the next harvest. This image is compared to the

children of a couple gathering around their parents at the dinner table.

What an attractive picture of what a family should be—an inner court, a shelter, a
protected environment where people, connected by blood and emotional ties, share time and
space together and grow and develop in safety. This can be the place where each member
finds support, understanding, compassion, and solace.

Unfortunately, things sometimes go wrong and this image turns into the opposite—a
secluded corner where a member of the family may verbally or physically abuse another with
impunity. Sadly, the place where every family member should find shelter becomes a shelter to

protect the abuser!

19




When a woman’s home ceases to be a sanctuary, a place where the love of her husband
is a source of consolation, she may need to flee to an external shelter in order to be safe. This
is far from what the Creator planned for the marriage relationship. As Ellen White says, “To
married men | am instructed to say, It is to your wives, the mothers of your children, that your
respect and affection are due. Your attentions are to be given to them, and your thoughts are

to dwell upon plans for their happiness.” (AH 337)

2. Homes are to be places of safety, not violence

Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. (Col. 3: 19, NIV).

Paul writes to the Colossian men specifically, admonishing them not to be harsh with
their wives. This message was necessary within the cultural setting where the husband, who
was in a position of power, could abuse his wife in various ways. William Barclay, in his
commentary on this text, explains that under Jewish law a woman was a possession of her
husband with no legal rights, just like an object or real estate. For example, a husband could
divorce his wife for any reason, but a wife could never initiate this process. Likewise, in the
Greek culture of the time, women were expected to always remain indoors, but their husbands
could have relationships with other women at will. It is reasonable to believe that, given the
common and natural practice of the culture, many husbands among Paul’s readers did not treat
their wives with respect. Perhaps that is why the apostle Peter compares women in marriage
to a ‘weaker vessel’ and urges husbands to give them honor lest their prayer would not be
answered. (1 Peter 3:7).

What a beautiful figure of speech! Treating your wife like a fragile vessel. How much
happiness could be added to marriages if men would treat their wives as if they were holding a
precious, valuable, and beautiful vase that requires preservation, not violence!

Unfortunately, if Peter or Paul were to write their letters today, they would, most likely,
still need to use similar language: “Love your wives and do not be harsh with them.” Today, in
the 215t century, one in three women worldwide has experienced physical or sexual violence,
typically by an intimate partner. Although most countries (2/3) have outlawed domestic

violence, most such incidents are never reported, thus perpetuating the problem.
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Ellen White said that an abusive husband could not be considered a ‘husband’ in the
true sense of the word: “If he is a coarse, rough, boisterous, egotistical, harsh, and overbearing
man, let him never utter the word that the husband is the head of the wife, and that she must
submit to him in everything; for he is not the Lord, he is not the husband in the true significance
of the term.” (AH 117)

This message is not only for those who are in a violent relationship. Church members
bear responsibility if they simply feel sorry and look away from abusive home situations within
the church family. Church members cannot say: “Someone else will help.” Instead, believers
should use their strength to bring relief to the suffering. Many are gifted with empathy and
may listen and encourage victims of abuse. Others are talented mediators who can meet with
couples to guide them to create a non-violent home through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Others can prayerfully and skillfully serve as counselors. Yet others can provide protection in
cases when a human solution seems impossible and a victim decides to flee to protect herself
and her children.

Violence and abuse are not only physical. They can also be verbal and emotional. Jesus
made a very solemn admonition: But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister
will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable
to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell. (Matt. 5:22).

If this principle applies to general believers (brothers and sisters), how much more does it apply

to married couples who have committed themselves to love each other for life!

ILLUSTRATION : Kathy’s husband has never hit his wife, but he certainly uses words to belittle
her. He constantly finds fault with the way she keeps the house, takes care of the children, and
cooks meals. He often compares her unfavorably with others. When angry, he uses foul
language towards her, words he would never utter in the presence of outsiders. As a result,
Kathy’s self-respect is crushed. She considers herself useless, a failure, and feels little reason to
live. On more than one occasion, she has had suicidal thoughts. The children are being
exposed to behavior that teaches wrong values. In such situations, a girl usually identifies with
the victim, her mother and a boy with his abuser father. This greatly increases the chance that

they will adopt those same roles in their own marriages.
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Jesus’ message in Matthew 5:22 is terrifying because of the eternal consequence to
those who verbally abuse others. It is the duty of each Christian to be respectful of everyone,
including spouse and children, in spite of differences and disagreements. To avoid the harm of
verbal abuse, the Bible invites us to use wise, kind, and loving words. Scripture compares these
words to the tree of life (Prov. 15:4) and to a honeycomb (Prov. 16:24). It also tells us that “An
honest answer is like a kiss on the lips” (Prov. 24:26) and “a gentle answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Prov. 15:1). [This might be an opportunity to remind people to
attend the Anger Management Seminar]

While physical violence is almost exclusively carried out by the husband towards the
wife, women do at times apply verbal violence to their husbands. Some surveys indicate that
10-15% of abuse is directed towards men. This includes name calling, shouting, threatening to
leave with the children, threatening to hurt the children, threatening to use slander, lies, etc.
Women also need to seek the godly character that produces tender and loving words towards
their husbands and children, for Satan can use their sour verbal messages to elicit violent
behavior. However, violence by men or women is never justified, not even when provoked

(Matt. 5:38, 39).

3. Homes are to be sources of honor, not of shame

We may sometimes wonder why a woman will remain in an abusive situation. One
reason may be that women feel that if they take a proactive role to stop abuse, the honor of
the family will be stained and they will be shamed.

Cultures have various concepts of honor and ways to avoid shame. In most cultures,
individuals and families are considered honorable when they have possessions or have
inherited privileges from the past (for example, aristocrats). Honor is granted to those who
have built up a good reputation in their communities, or have been granted distinction such as
an award from a high government official or head of state. Children tend to receive more
honor if they are firstborn or male.

But the Word of God rejects those sources of honor because God does not make

differentiation because of race, gender, origin, or class (Gal. 3:28). For God, attaining royalty
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and special consideration is not about earthly privileges, but about the choice to follow Him (1
Pet. 2:7, 9), a very different meaning from what we may consider honor. Furthermore, honor in
the Bible is not used to build oneself up, not even family, tribe or nation. Honor in the Bible is
used to honor God and to honor significant others—parents, spouses, or people who risk their
lives for Jesus (Phil. 2:29). In fact, God is pleased when His children do not seek honor.
Solomon received it because he was not asking for it: “l will give you what you have not asked
for—both wealth and honor.” (1 Kings 3:13, NIV).

Yes, the home should be a place of honor, where children honor their parents, where
spouses honor each other, and where God is honored above all. And in our churches we should
create an atmosphere of safety. No one should feel the need to ignore or hide things such as
domestic violence for fear of being shamed or risking the honor of the family. No one should
blame the victim, nor should the victim blame him/herself, for no victim can be responsible for
the acts of the perpetrator. It is crucial to recognize abuse, call it by its true name, and never

excuse it.

4. Homes are to be places of trust, not fear
When | am afraid, | put my trust in you. In God, whose word | praise—in God | trust and
am not afraid. (Ps. 56: 3-4, NIV).

Messages of reassurance against fear are common in the Bible. The messages ‘do not
fear,” ‘do not fret,” or ‘do not be afraid’ appear 185 times in the King James Version of the Bible.
This is fairly consistent across other versions and translations into other languages. The Lord
knows that our world is full of fear. Being afraid is one of the most common emotions in
humans.

Being afraid is a part of human growth and development. Toddlers are afraid of the
dark; preschoolers fear sleeping alone; adolescents are afraid of rejection by their peers; adults’
fears may center on their job, children or finances.

Those are considered ‘developmental fears,” acceptable and normal for the various
stage of our lives. Given time and maturity, the fears vanish. However, being afraid in one’s
own home/family is neither developmental nor normal. Children should not have to be afraid
of an abusive father or mother. Wives should not have to live in fear of their husband. Elderly
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parents should not have to fear being mistreated by their own family. This is not God’s plan for
families. He does not want us to be afraid of our loved ones.

When relationships between family members are healthy, family members will happy
and well-balanced, prepared to face life and succeed.

But abusive behaviors deteriorate relationships, and their effects remain. Victimized
wives and children are at risk of anxiety, hypervigilance, depression, suicidal thoughts, feelings
of powerlessness, low self-esteem, aggression, shame and guilt, sleep disturbances, physical
pain without cause, underachievement, inability to trust, substance abuse, relational problems,
and problems with sexuality. Children in an abusive environment have higher chances of

becoming abusive themselves.

5. Abusers must not be tolerated, but they should be helped
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,

pleasing and perfect will. (Rom. 12:2, NIV).

Sometimes men become abusive because they are the product of their background,
culture or society. They have learned that behavior, and they act without thought, careless of
others’ feelings or safety. Others, however, use bullying and abuse to obtain selfish rewards,
such as ego boosting, power, submission, sexual gratification, etc.

There is little hope for abusers who do not want to be helped; however, those
recognizing that their behavior is wrong and that they need help may be considered hopeful
cases.

Some abusers may not even realize that they are abusive. Abusive behavior may be
recognized by asking oneself these questions:

e Dol treat my boss, neighbor, or colleague in the same way | treat my wife?

e Do | treat my wife or children the same way in public as | do at home?

e If someone treated my daughter, sister, or mother in the way | treat my wife, would

| see it as acceptable?
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If the answer to any of the above is ‘NO’, there is a high possibility that abuse is
occurring. Sometimes a wife is assertive enough to confront her husband and tell him that his
behavior is inappropriate. Other women do not say anything and suffer in silence. In these
cases, someone caring, such as a family member, friend of the family, or a skillful pastor may
serve as channel to help the abuser recognize his problem. When there is good will, there is

hope.

ILLUSTRATION: Martin had a problem with anger. When his wife or one of their children
irritated him, he would get angry, shout, and hurl threats and insults at everyone. He did not
hit his wife or children, but spewed insults and rude expressions at everyone in the home.
Once the outburst was over, Martin felt ashamed and apologized, although he tended to put
the blame on some provocation. Once Martin admitted this was not Christian behavior, he and
his wife went to a marriage counselor who predicted a good prognosis because both partners
wanted to solve the problem. (Often, abusive husbands refuse to get help and put all the
blame on their wives). Martin was taught a number of techniques to help him prevent his
explosions. His wife and children were also given assignments. A number of family routines
were initiated to help Martin control his temper. The family made this a topic of constant
prayer. This family was successful. Martin now knows his abusive outbursts can be prevented.
With his determination, his counselor’s and his family’s support, and with God’s strength, he

has resolved not to relapse.

6. The church should be a friendly, supportive, compassionate place
Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient
in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice

hospitality. (Rom. 12: 10-13, NIV).
The community of believers is a great place to belong. Although for some, it may be
difficult to see the benefits, a growing body of research is showing the multiple physical as well

as emotional blessings of going to church regularly. On a light side, consider this illustration.
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ILLUSTRATION: A church member who for 30 years had attended services regularly was
disenchanted with the conduct of some church leaders and began to doubt the benefit of going
to church. He wrote to the local newspaper: “I am writing to state that | have attended church
weekly for the past 30 years, | have heard almost 3,000 sermons, and | remember practically
nothing from them. My conclusion is that neither the pastors nor | should continue to waste
more time with church.”

Many readers responded with letters of their own. One said: “l have been married for
30 years, and my wife has cooked some 30,000 meals for me. | can hardly remember any of
those menus. But one thing | know: | have been well nourished for all my married life, and if

my wife had not been faithful in feeding me, | would have died a long time ago.”

Sometimes, bitter experiences arise from our interaction with other members, and
relationships become strained. But imperfect as it is, the church can be an excellent source of
social, spiritual, and emotional support. For abused wives and children, the support of the
church community, their Christian love, is important for survival and healing.

Additionally, many places in the world do not have support centers sponsored by aid
organizations or government agencies. In such cases the church must recognize its

responsibility to provide critical resources and support.

Church congregations can become...

e Places where committed, caring, discreet individuals are available to listen,
encourage, and aid victims of domestic violence.

e The only place to go in locations without centers sponsored by NGOs or
governments.

e A caring family, able to empathize in a reliable way with those suffering.

e A woman-to-woman support system, perhaps via Shepherdess or Women’s
Ministries.

e The context where the local pastor can provide moral support and serve as a
mediator to confront the abuser.

e A place where selected members surround and support abused women and children
who may be able to talk, to cry, and to pray in a non-threatening, non-judgmental

environment.
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7. The LORD is the ultimate answer
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.” (John 14:6, NIV).

The problem of domestic violence can be approached in many helpful ways, but the
best solution comes from our Lord Jesus Christ. The problem of spouse abuse is rooted in
selfishness, and the lasting solution requires a change of heart. And only God has the power to
transform our hearts and change our thoughts. As brothers and sisters, a family in Christ, it is
our duty to adopt measures, to develop policies, to take action against abuse, and to do all we
can to support the people involved. As we do so, let us call upon the Lord. May we move
forward in the strength and wisdom that comes from above.

The perpetrator needs forgiveness and the power of the Holy Spirit to overcome the
factors contributing to abusive behavior. He also needs a radical change of heart. The victims
(spouse and children) need the comfort that comes from Jesus Christ and from caring Christian
friends. The victim needs strength and heavenly wisdom. The victim needs reassurance that
she/he is not responsible for the abuser’s behavior and need not feel guilty. Lastly, she/he
needs patience because solutions take time.

Extended family, including the church family, also need the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit—to become sensitive, unflinching, wise, and caring in order to love, support, and provide
the practical and spiritual help needed.

May God bless each one of you, giving you the determination to act, the honesty to
recognize this need, even within Christian families, and the wisdom to know how to support
those suffering. May every church community become the honest, supportive and caring place

it is meant to be.
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ANGER MANAGEMENT
SEMINAR
By Dr. Julian Melgosa

[Note to presenter: Anger Management Seminars are designed to be administered over several
days. However, this one contains a sample of content and exercises that can be used in about 2
hours if transparencies (there are 47) move fairly quickly. Friday evening or Sabbath afternoon
are possible times. | have tried to integrate Bible, Spirit of Prophecy, and Christian thoughts
and ideas because it is important to understand that the power of God is necessary to manage
anger, an emotion that can be very dangerous and sometimes cause damage with long lasting
effects.]

SLIDE 2: Introduction

Most of us have probably become angry on occasion. Let us hope the moment passed
quickly, we apologized and moved on. However, anger that is not under control can be
extremely harmful, even lethal. It is vital to learn early how to control this emotion.

Most of us have probably become angry on occasion. Let us hope the moment passed quickly,
we apologized and moved on. However, anger that is not under control can be extremely
harmful, even lethal. It is vital to learn early how to control this emotion. And while learning to
control and channel our anger appropriately may not root out the underlying cause, it can
equip us to prevent heated moments and violent outbursts towards others, especially our
families. In this seminar we will learn some useful strategies to help us manage anger and
become better spouses, parents, and friends.

SLIDE 3: ANGER—THE EMOTION MOST HARMFUL TO RELATIONSHIPS

*  “Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools.”
(Ecclesiastes 7: 9)

* “If you are patient in one moment of anger, you will escape one hundred days of
sorrow.” (Chinese proverb)

This advice in Ecclesiastes, as in many other Bible verses, can help prevent major problems. The
inspired author calls those who display anger fools because a wise person will avoid angry
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outbursts. Anger is hurtful, not only for the person who is attacked but also for the one
displaying anger and those witnessing the episode.

The Chinese proverb reminds us how lasting the consequences of one brief moment of anger
may be.

SLIDE 4: WHAT IS ANGER?

* Angeris an emotion (a strong feeling). It does not necessarily cause aggression, but
aggression is more likely to occur when one is angry.

* Acertain type of anger is acceptable: “In your anger, do not sin” (Eph. 4: 26).

* However, anger is never defensible when it causes harm—to oneself or to others.

It is important to recognize that anger itself is just an emotion. It is like temptation. (For
example, a lustful thought may go through the mind, but one may quickly dispel it by the grace
of God). Temptation is not sin. However, when one allows those thoughts to take over and fill
one’s mind, that is sin. The same thing is true of anger. Anger is an emotion that needs to be
channeled, but if it causes harm—to others or to oneself—it damages mental health and is a
sin.

SLIDE 5: HOW DOES IT WORK?

* Anger, like any emotion, causes physiological changes in the heart rate, blood pressure,
and levels of adrenaline and noradrenaline. It produces great inner turmoil.
* Anger may be a reaction to:
Another person (spouse, boss, child, neighbour)
Self (forgot something, made a mistake)
Circumstance (weather, traffic jam, loss)
Memories (past trauma, past embarrassment)

Anger is one of the most powerful emotions and will affect several physiological systems. This
means that it can affect our physical health if anger is experienced consistently or extremely.
Just as we do not wish to eat or drink anything that will ruin our health, in the same way we
should avoid the physical harm of anger. Furthermore, anger poses risks to our mental health:
we lose friends; relationships suffer; and our thinking and reasoning deteriorate.
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SLIDE 6: ANGER REVEALS ITSELF AT THREE LEVELS: PHYSIOLOGICAL, COGNITIVE, AND
BEHAVIORAL

1. THE PHYSIOLOGICAL. The most important responses are faster heart rate, raised blood
pressure, muscle tightening, increased breathing rate, sweating, pale or flushed face,
and cold hands.

Physiological. These responses are sent by the limbic system (the center of our emotions) that
translate into faster heart rate, raised blood pressure, muscle tightening, increase in breathing
rate, sweating, pale or flushed face, and cold hands. Physiological responses may vary from
person to person and will also depend on the intensity of anger.

We need to differentiate FEELING from EMOTION. A feeling is a thought that represents an
attitude, something we like or dislike, feel comfortable or uncomfortable with, etc. Feelings do
not arouse any physiological response. However, a feeling may often become an emotion; at
that point it will activate a series of physiological responses in various body systems: the
respiratory, circulatory, muscle-skeletal, endocrine, and others.

SLIDE 7: ANGER REVEALS ITSELF—LEVEL 2

2. THE COGNITIVE. When we are angry, our thinking becomes irrational and distorted,
negative, and focused on what is making us angry.

Cognitive. The thinking process is affected by anger. When one is angry, thinking becomes
irrational and distorted. It tends to be negative and to focus on what is making one angry. For
example, what someone said, the behavior of others, something that seems unfair or
undeserved. Anger affects our cognition. We might lose the ability to weigh the consequences
of our anger because we are carried away by the strength of the emotion.

SLIDE 8: ANGER SHOWS ITSELF—LEVEL 3

3. BEHAVIOR. Anger may be revealed in various ways. We may become flushed and
shaky, and raise our voice, slam doors, or say nasty, hurtful things. In the most
extreme manifestation, the angry person becomes violent, screaming at others,
kicking objects or pets, and hitting people—with fists or any handy weapon.

30



Perhaps anger is most often revealed in our speech. When angry we may say things we do not
mean and hurt others deeply. Furthermore, there is a strong possibility that we do not weigh
what we say and how we say it in moments of anger. If people’s angry outbursts were
recorded on camera, they might be surprised!

Anger that is manifest in overt behavior is perhaps the most dangerous level. It may include:
becoming flushed and shaky, raising one’s voice, slamming doors, or saying nasty, hurtful
things. In the most extreme manifestation, the angry person becomes violent, screaming at
others, kicking objects or pets, and hitting people—with fists or any handy weapon. Sometimes
these behaviors are against the law and can result in criminal penalties.

SLIDE 9: THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF ANGER ON PHYSICAL HEALTH

PHYSICAL HEALTH: When anger is frequent or intense, it can easily harm your physical
health. Continued anger will make you more susceptible to heart disease, high blood
pressure, diabetes, cholesterol problems, loss of physical defenses, and sleep
disorders.

The list of health problems given on the slide is sufficient to show the effects of the
physiological commotion that our organic systems experience. Some people in SDA
communities are quite concerned about their diet because being careful with our diet is
important to our health. However, in our zeal for diet and food, we may forget the damage to
our bodies when we become angry.

SLIDE 10: THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF ANGER ON MENTAL HEALTH

MENTAL HEALTH: When anger is frequent or intense, it may hurt one’s mental health.
Anger places a great deal of stress on the body and may lead to problems of
concentration and reasoning, as well as an inability to enjoy life. Anger can also affect
one’s mood, resulting in depression or other mental disorders.

Anger also has adverse effects on our mental health. For example, a person who experiences
angry outbursts with relative frequency will experience low levels of well-being and little
satisfaction with life. As a result the person is unhappy and often isolated, which opens the
door to mental disorders.
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SLIDE 11: THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF ANGER ON RELATIONSHIPS

RELATIONSHIPS: When anger is frequent or intense, it will inevitably harm
relationships. Connections with family, friends, neighbors, and acquaintances will
deteriorate.

If one displays chronic anger, family relationships will deteriorate. Angry outbursts or an
atmosphere of anger tends to leave lasting scars on loved ones. They will feel less and less
comfortable around you and will lose their trust in you. Your anger is especially harmful to your
children for two reasons:

1. They will tend to copy and reproduce the angry behavior

2. Often they will be scarred emotionally, and their personalities may not develop

properly.

Friends and others who feel the heat of your anger are likely to drift away, and you will be
lonely.

SLIDE 12: THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF ANGER IN THE WORK PLACE

IN THE WORK PLACE: When anger is frequent or intense, it is likely to affect your
employment. It may lead to difficulty working in teams, damage to your reputation, and
ultimately to unemployment.

Your employment: Displaying anger in the workplace can easily make it difficult to work in
teams; it will lead to lack of respect for you and what you say, damage your reputation, and
often lead to loss of employment.

SLIDE 13: ANGER AND THE BRAIN #1

There are three basic layers in the brain, from the base to the outer layer:
1. The brain stem. It controls our physiological functions.

2. The limbic system. It controls our emotions.

3. The neocortex. It governs the highest intellectual functions.

The brain is like a three-scoop ice cream cone, from the lowest to the upper levels:

32



1. The brain stem. It controls and monitors our physiological functions: breathing, heart
rate, movement, etc. We are not even aware of what it is doing. It works automatically
and independently of our will and desire.

2. The limbic system. It controls and monitors our emotions. This is the site of the fight-
or-flight response and the site of emotions, including anger.

3. The neocortex. It takes care of solving problems, making decisions, planning events,
anticipating consequences. This area, especially the prefrontal cortex, ‘tames’ the
impulses and emotions of the limbic system.

SLIDE 14: ANGER AND THE BRAIN #2

e THE PREFRONTAL CORTEX is capable of managing our emotions and impulses. It is
capable of controlling the outward manifestations of anger. In sum, the battle for the
soul is fought there. The choice between good and evil happens there.

4. The prefrontal cortex is the site of advanced thinking, unique to human beings, and
capable of submitting emotions, impulses, and tendencies to principles and ideals.

5. The prefrontal cortex can control anger and other negative emotions originating in the
limbic system, as well as allow and promote positive emotions (love, compassion,
gratitude...) that also come from the limbic system.

Unlike the limbic system that sends its signals independently and autonomously, we do have
control, through our decisions and choices, over the prefrontal cortex. In sum, the battle for the
soul is fought there. The choice between good and evil happens there.

SLIDE 15: ANGER CONTROL

The role of the prefrontal cortex is good news: We can control our temper.

But what happens when someone seems unable to control his or her temper?
eHe or she needs to be willing to learn strategies for managing anger. [Some will be
presented in this seminar].
eHe or she will be helped by submitting to the power of the Holy Spirit.

The role of the prefrontal cortex is good news. Our will, our choice, our principles and beliefs
can overcome anger. We can control our temper. The bad news is that some people—perhaps
due to inherited tendencies or observed patterns—have serious difficulty managing their anger.
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They will need additional help. It is fundamental that they accept responsibility. It is vital to
admit that they have a problem that can be helped—sometimes via self-help strategies like the
ones to be presented in this seminar. At other times, they must be willing to go to counselling,
if available. Above all, the person must seek the aid of the Holy Spirit in the battle to control his
or her anger.

SLIDE 16: ANGER CONTROL

There are two necessary components of anger management:
1. God’s intervention. “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15: 5).
2. Our own sincere efforts. “You must also rid yourselves of... anger” (Col. 3:8).

Our individual effort means accepting personal responsibility and being willing to do
something about our anger. We can learn practical techniques and strategies that will help us
control our anger. [Several strategies will be presented in this seminar].

There are two necessary components of anger management:

1. God’s intervention. We need God’s help. “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:
5). This is especially true with addictions (both chemical and non-chemical) or anger.
God’s help is available: “For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His
good pleasure.” (Phil. 2: 13).

2. Ourindividual effort. We must do our part. We cannot expect God to do that which we
can do for ourselves. God asks us to control our anger: “Be angry and sin not” (Eph.
4:26). “You must also rid yourselves of... anger” (Col. 3:8). Our own part involves:

a. Recognizing that we have a problem and that the blame cannot be placed on
anyone else. Without this step, it is impossible to be helped.

b. Learning and practicing simple, helpful techniques that one can incorporate into
daily living to create good habits. [Several strategies will be presented in this
seminar.]
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SLIDE 17: CONTROLLING ONE’S ANGER

An encouraging explanation of the way God can help us control anger is seen in a message
Ellen G. White sent to a married couple with serious problems of disharmony:

“Appeal to your heavenly Father to keep you from yielding to the temptation to speak in an
impatient, harsh, willful manner to each other, the husband to the wife, and the wife to the
husband... | beseech you to bring yourselves under God's control. When tempted to speak
provokingly, refrain from saying anything. You will be tempted on this point because you
have never overcome this objectionable trait of character. But every wrong habit must be
overcome. Make a complete surrender to God. Fall on the Rock, Christ Jesus, and be broken.
As husband and wife, discipline yourselves. Go to Christ for help. He will willingly supply you
with His divine sympathy, His free grace.” (The Adventist Home, p. 342)

This passage suggests a few simple and powerful principles:

1. Be careful with words, never speaking harshly.

2. Any temptation to speak in provocation should be overcome simply by BEING QUIET.
3. Although it is difficult to change these traits, there is hope!

4. Christ will supply what we cannot provide!

SLIDE 18: ANGER IN RELATIONSHIPS

* Old concept: Anger must be /et out; otherwise we may suffer from hypertension.
* Current concept: When we let anger out, we are at risk of hypertension, and our
relationships may suffer permanently.
For many years in the past, experts were saying that it was very dangerous not to let out anger
because of the accumulation of psychological tension as well as the risk of hypertension.
Therefore, anger must be let out.

Today, it is known that the psychological tension will be much greater as a result of the serious
damage to relationships when anger is displayed. In addition, the physical harm from displays
of anger is truly dangerous to our health.
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SLIDE 19: THE ANGER CYCLE

The Anger Cycle

Situation:

A driver cuts you off
in traffic

Thought: vou

idiot!!!

Behaviour:

Shout, aggression—
physical or verbal.

Emotions: rage,

fury, anger

Symptoms:
Accelerated heart rate,
muscular tension, tremor,
rapid breathing

This illustration shows a typical example of how anger may build in a driver in city traffic. The
emotion of anger builds quickly and takes over the person, who then displays undesirable

behaviors. [The example can be adapted to other situations in places where people rarely
drive.]

SLIDE 20: ANGER IN RELATIONSHIPS

* The chart shows: Situation = Thoughts = Emotions = Symptoms - Behavior
* Most anger management techniques will focus on “Situations” or on “Thoughts” in

order to prevent the last and most dangerous parts of the chain—“Symptoms” and
“Behavior.”
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Understanding this sequence of “Situation = Thoughts = Emotions = Symptoms = Behavior”
can be very helpful to prevent verbal and physical violence. Sometimes the person prone to
anger (or someone close) can detect early signs of anger (such as pounding heart, shakiness,
etc.), and that is the time to say to oneself, “NO! Stop it!” Or to breathe very deeply and go
somewhere else before the behavior becomes a problem.
For a Christian, it is helpful to have a very brief prayer or Bible phrase to repeat to calm one’s
anger. For example:

“Help me, LORD.”

“Jesus, be near me.”

“I can do all things in Christ.”

“The LORD is my shepherd.”

SLIDE 22: ANGER WARNING SIGNS

Anger Warning Signs

Recognize the sighs of your anger

Sweat Rapid breathing Tense tummy
Raising voice Staring at the opponent Blood in face/eyes
Trembling hands Tight fists Typical angry face
Total silence Aggression Blaming/insulting
opponent

Everyone has different signs that indicate growing anger. Each one of us must recognize ours.
Knowing the signs will help us to recognize the building emotion that precedes an angry
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outburst and thus avoid that behavior. It is also good to remember that these signs can escalate
and become so pronounced that they will affect our physical health.

SLIDE 23: IDENTIFYING TRIGGERS

* What are the people, places, or situations that trigger your irritable or angry feelings?
* Certain time of day

* Traffic

* Being hungry or tired

*  Whenitis hot/cold

* Other

* Other

[Note to presenter: This can be conducted as a whole group activity, allowing participants to
share their own triggers openly. It can also be done in small groups, letting people create their
list. Itis not necessary to share with a large group, but this could be done, depending on the
atmosphere of the activity.]

SLIDE 24: IDENTIFY THOUGHTS

* What are the thoughts that cause angry feelings in you? For example, When | think
of...
--My wasted opportunities in the past.
-Mr, ------- ’s unreliable nature.
--The hurts that my old friend caused me.

[Note to presenter: This can be conducted as a whole group activity, allowing participants to
share their own triggers openly. It can also be done in small groups, letting people create their
list. Itis not necessary to share with a large group, but it could be done, depending on the
atmosphere at the seminar.]

SLIDE 25: IDENTIFY THOUGHTS

Generally, the following are dangerous ways of thinking that may lead to angry behavior:

® Overgeneralizing.
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® Obsessions.
® Mind reading and jumping to conclusions.

Counselors and clinical psychologists often find that people with mental health issues tend to
peculiar ways of thinking. Typical examples are:

1. Overgeneralizing: For example, “You ALWAYS interrupt me.” “You NEVER consider my
needs.” “EVERYONE disrespects me.”

2. Obsessions: “I must finish the entire ‘to do’ list today; otherwise | am a failure.”

3. Mind-reading and jumping to conclusions: “My children are being disobedient because
they want to hurt me.” “My boss is asking me to work on this project to upset me.”

[Note to presenter: Create similar examples suited to the audience.]

SLIDE 26: IDENTIFY THOUGHTS

Generally, the following are dangerous ways of thinking that may lead to angry behavior:
® Collecting “straws.”
® Blaming.

Additional examples of defective ways of thinking:

e Collecting “straws.” When you pile up in your mind a series of small irritations,
constantly reviewing them and adding more until you reach the “final straw” and
explode.

e Blaming. When you blame somebody else for everything that happens instead of taking
personal responsibility for your own life.

SLIDE 27: SIGNS, TRIGGERS AND THOUGHTS

It is very important to identify anger’s signs, triggers and thoughts; otherwise, they will take
the lead and we will be driven by them. However, identifying them is insufficient; we need to
learn to do something about them.
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SLIDE 28: WHAT TO DO

Avoiding triggers is ideal, but many triggers cannot be avoided, such as boss, work, traffic,
spouse, children, etc. Here are two useful strategies:

* Breathe!

* Count!

Avoiding triggers is ideal, but many triggers cannot be avoided, such as boss, work, traffic,
spouse, children, etc. Here are two good strategies:

e Breathe! Deep breathing is the most efficient relaxation technique.

e Count! When you feel your anger escalating, count s-l-o-w-I-y to 10, or to 100, or
backwards. Focus on the numbers, apart from the anger. Take a deep breath at the
same time. This can abort the build-up.

SLIDE 29: MORE STRATEGIES

* Talk to yourself
* Talk to the Lord

e Talk to yourself. This technique is widely used in clinical psychology. It is called ‘self-
instruction.” For example (in these examples, John is speaking to himself.):
“John, you care about people; you will not hurt others.”
“John, you can handle this tension.”
“John, you will not blow up.”
“John, you can calm down. John, breathe deeply.”

e Talk to the Lord. The believer always has the All-powerful Creator to depend upon. A
brief prayer is extremely powerful. For example:
“Lord, I am in your hands.”
“Lord, you are my shepherd. Guide me. Help me.”
“l can do all things in Christ.”
“Dwell in me now, Lord.”
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SLIDE 30: MORE STRATEGIES

® Create a mental picture of the consequences.
® Create a mental picture of spiritual imagery.

These strategies can be very powerful if one has prepared ahead of time, rehearsing them and
elaborating on them to have ready in moments of anger.

e Create a mental picture of the consequences: Thinking of the consequences of your
display of anger can stop the process. Have it ready in your mind to retrieve. For
example, imagine one of these scenarios: (a) you have lost your job because of losing
your temper, or (b) your spouse/children are hurting/traumatized because of your angry
outbursts and door slamming.

e Create a mental picture of spiritual imagery: Select a Bible story/character and visualize
the scene. Have your mental picture ready to use when anger builds. For example,
visualize Simon Peter pulling his sword and cutting off the Chief Priest’s servant’s right
ear. Then hear Jesus saying, “Peter, put back your sword.”

SLIDE 31: MORE STRATEGIES

® “Thought Stopping.” Thoughts leading to anger come in chains. As soon as an early
link in the chain appears:
1. Say “STOP!”
2. Intentionally drop the idea from your mind
3. Distract yourself.

“Thought Stopping” is one of the techniques valued most by clinicians using cognitive
behavioral approaches to help people with obsessions, compulsions, addictions, phobias, etc.
This strategy is based on the fact that thoughts lead to anger. The process in like a chain made
up of several links. As soon as an early link in the chain appears, try one of these strategies:

1. Say “STOP!” Say this to yourself firmly, even aloud if circumstances permit, in
order to dispel the thought immediately

2. Drop the idea from your mind. Dispel the thought completely. This is best
achieved by having other ideas to replace the undesirable thought.
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3. Distract Yourself. How? Take a walk, run an errand, do some cleaning, or think of
a funny event that made you laugh.

SLIDE 32: BEST TIMING

The apostle Paul says: “Do not let the sun go down on your wrath” (Ephesians 4:26).

SLIDE 33: BEST TIMING

What is the best time to smooth things out after an angry outburst?
The text “Do not let the sun go down on your wrath” need not always be taken literally. Bear
in mind these considerations:

e Cool down after the angry outburst.

¢ You may need a few hours to cool down.

¢ Find the ideal time and place to make up.

The text “Do not let the sun go down on your wrath” need not always be taken literally. This is
excellent as a principle, for you do not want to leave hard feelings unresolved for too long. So,
the sooner you seek reconciliation, the better. However, bear these considerations in mind:

Generally it is not advisable to try clear things up while anger is still simmering. Someone still
fuming after a fight is not ready to communicate calmly. In such a case, it is better to let things
cool down normally; a few hours of waiting may be necessary.

It is not only a matter of waiting, but of finding an optimal moment and location to smooth
feelings—perhaps outside the home, in a neutral setting, when no one is in a rush.

SLIDE 34: MORE STRATEGIES

® Focus on the positive. Nourishing interpersonal relationships makes anger situations
less probable. (A suggested activity follows.)

® Express gratitude. Recent research shows that expressing gratitude prevents anger
and promotes well-being in those who communicate thankfulness. (A suggested
activity follows.)
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Being optimistic is a matter of habit. Some people tend to see the glass as half empty, while
others tend to see it as half full. In relationships, it is a healthy thing to observe one’s opponent
and focus on their good qualities, abilities, and good intentions, etc.

Expressing gratitude has also been found to be effective in nourishing relationships. Even non-
faith counselors are teaching gratitude protocols to clients. These strategies help people attain
feelings of wellbeing and improve their interpersonal relationships.

SLIDE 35: EXERCISE: THE QUALITIES OF MY SPOUSE/FRIEND

Qualities that attracted me to him/her:

Favorite memories with him/her:
[ ]

I value him/her because:

[Note to presenter: This can be done individually, in couples, in families, or in groups. If there
is time, this can be completed during the seminar; if not, the form can be taken as a handout to
be completed at home. Once participants complete their list, they can share with the others.]

SLIDE 36: EXERCISE: A LETTER OF GRATITUDE

* Choose a person you are grateful to for having helped you or done something special
for you.

* Write a detailed letter of appreciation. Be specific, stating those things for which you
are grateful.

* Explain how writing this letter has helped you.

[Note to presenter: This activity is for seminar attendees to do after the seminar. This should
be a real exercise, choosing a real person and expressing one’s gratitude in writing. As an
alternative, the exercise can be done by visiting the person and expressing your appreciation
face to face, or perhaps by phone.
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[Note to presenter: This chart presents a summary of the practical anger management

strategies that have been shared during the seminar. If there is no time, this can be omitted.]

How to face anger

Early detection

Take a break

Breathing

Focus on the positive

Think of consequences

Cling onto the Lord

(Summary)

Strategies

Know the signs, triggers, and circumstances to calm
yourself down on time

Leave the situation (“I'll be back in a moment”).
Vigorous physical activity can work wonders.

Slowly breathe in and breathe out (at least 4 seconds
each)

Express positive qualities and gratitude towards
others

What will it happen if | blow up? Now? Later on?
Tomorrow?

We need Jesus to prevent anger and to channel those
feelings positively

SLIDE 38: NOTE ON PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATEGIES

Techniques and strategies are helpful, but they are insufficient. True change comes
miraculously from above—“transformed by the renewal of your mind” (Rom. 12: 2).
People with anger problems require the action of the Holy Spirit through prayer,
meditation on Scripture, spiritual activities, frequent moments of peace and quiet and
(when possible) professional counseling.

It is important to remember that techniques and strategies provide support to manage harmful

behaviors, such as getting angry and possibly hurting oneself or others. However, our most

important need is to surrender to the Holy Spirit, to be transformed, to behave in a caring and

Christlike manner. That is the true solution to anger.
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SLIDE 39: DISCUSSION CASES

e Working in groups, discuss rational, peaceful, and Christ-centered solutions to the
following situations.

[Note to presenters: The following cases may be modified to suit the culture. The purpose of
these cases is to help those attending apply what they have learned in the seminar. They can
be discussed in small groups, in pairs, or with the whole group.]

SLIDE 40: SCENE |

SCENE 1: I’'m working hard to complete all the tasks my boss has asked me to do.  amin
constant activity. Yet he has come back three times in the last 10 minutes to ask me when |
am going to finish.

SLIDE 41: SCENE 2

SCENE 2: My son has promised to take the dog for a walk. The dog really needs to go out, but
my son continues playing computer games, ignoring my request.

SLIDE 42: SCENE 3

SCENE 3: This morning my husband promised he would be home in time to eat dinner with
me tonight. (He is very busy and cannot normally do this.) He just phoned to say he is not
going to make it. He has promised and cancelled two times already this week.

SLIDE 43: SCENE 4

SCENE 4: My wife is in charge of doing laundry and ironing at our house. Days ago | told her |
needed a clean and ironed dress shirt for an important meeting today. When | dressed this
morning, | had no ironed shirt.
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SLIDE 44: SCENE 5

SCENE 5: Last Sunday, my mother-in-law invited the family to dinner. She cooked a dish to
which | am allergic, and | think she knows it.

SLIDE 45: THE GOLDEN RULE, AN ANTIDOTE TO ANGER

* Soin everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up
the Law and the Prophets. (Matthew 7:12)

Applying this principle to every aspect of our relationships with others would solve many
problems and would promote happiness.

The story is told of a rice farmer who was tending his fields on the mountainside overlooking his
village and the beach. His position and perspective allowed him a perfect view of the village,
the beach, and the vast ocean. Suddenly, on the horizon he saw the ocean forming huge
waves. A tsunami! Everyone in the village would perish unless warned. Quickly deciding how
to attract their attention, he set his field on fire. The villagers, seeing the fire, ran up the
mountain to help put out the fire. Because they climbed, they were safe from the ravaging
tsunami. Moments later, gigantic waves roared over the beach and the homes. But the lives of
those rushing to put out the fire were saved. The rice farmer did not care about losing his crop.
The villagers did not stay comfortably at home. Both sides sacrificed for each other and saved
their lives.

No doubt we each have moments of anger. Let us learn and practice strategies for conquering
anger, so that, with God’s help, we can have better physical health and warm, healthy
relationships with family and friends. Let us walk with our Lord, the one who is our example and
who gives us the strength to change.

SLIDE 46: TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ANGER MANAGEMENT

® Baruch, Rhoda (2008). Creative Anger: Putting that Powerful Emotion to Good Use.
Praeger Publishers.

® Dunne, Gerry (2003). Anger and Conflict Management: Personal Handbook. Personhood
Press.
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McKay, Matthew (2000). The Anger Control Workbook. New Harbinger Publications, Inc.
McKay, Matthew (2003). When Anger Hurts. New Harbinger Publications, Inc.

Oliver, Gary (1992). When Anger Hits Home: Taking Care of Your Anger without Taking
it Out on Your Family. Moody Press.

Shrand, Joseph (2013). Outsmarting Anger. John Wiley & Sons.
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“Rakkautta kotona”
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